
HardisonInk.com 
 

Publisher relaxes for a day 

 

 
Sharon Hardison poses with Rays' mascot Raymond at Tropicana Field. 
Photo by Jeff M. Hardison © April 16, 2016 
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     ST. PETERSBURG – HardisonInk.com owner and publisher Jeff M. Hardison and his wife Sharon went 
to St. Petersburg Thursday to watch an afternoon (April 14) baseball game at Tropicana Field. 
     The Tampa Bay Rays lost 6-0 against the Cleveland Indians. The Rays had two errors. The Indians had 0 
errors. The Rays had 5 hits and the Indians had 0 errors. 
     “The team I wanted to win did not during that game,” he said. “However, Sharon and I had a wonderful 
time. The team mascot Raymond made Sharon’s day by posing with her. 

 
Pitcher Erasmo Ramirez (#30) gives a thumbs up signal to HardisonInk.com owner Jeff M. 
Hardison. 3 Photos by Jeff M. Hardison © April 16, 2016 
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Pose 2 is struck after a non-verbal signal for another photo request. 
 
And a third mugging for the camera request is granted before the pitcher goes to the bull pen. 
 

 
 
     “I was thankful and amazed by pitcher Erasmo Ramirez (#30) who was signing autographs,” Hardison said. 
“He started to walk away, and I signaled to him to look at my camera. What a great professional baseball 
player. He struck a pose, and then with zero verbal communication, I got him to let me take two more shots.” 
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     Hardison said he was sorry to see Chris Archer (#22) was the losing pitcher on Thursday. It was fun to get 
some photos of Archer as he warmed up and of third baseman Evan Longoria (#3) as he signed autographs, he 
added. 
 

 
 
Pitcher Chris Archer (#22) warms up 
2 Photos by Jeff M. Hardison © April 16, 2016 
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Third baseman Evan Longoria (#3) signs autographs and greets fans on Thursday. 
Photo by Jeff M. Hardison © April 16, 2016 
 
     Among the other Rays' pitchers that day were Steve Geltz (#54) and Ryan Webb (#58). Other Rays players 
on Thursday were second baseman Logan Forsythe (#11), first baseman Logan Morrison (#7), designated hitter 
Corey Dickerson (#10), left fielder Desmond Jennings (#8), shortstop Brad Miller (#13), right fielder Steven 
Souza Jr. (#20), center fielder Kevin Kiermaier (#39) and catcher Hank Conger (#24). 
     A fan was severely injured at a game in Tropicana the next night (Friday, April 15). A female fan was hit by a 
foul ball after it went from the bat of Souza and through the netting behind home base. The woman was on the 
second row. 
     She was taken to a hospital after paramedics stabilized her and attached her to a stretcher. The game was 
delayed for 12 minutes. Souza, visibly shaken by where the ball he hit went, walked into the stands to watch as 
medical professionals took initial action. Normally, the netting stops those foul balls from striking fans. 

 
Stingrays swim in a tank at Tropicana Field. They can be petted and fed by fans. 
Photo by Jeff M. Hardison © April 16, 2016 
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Jeff M. Hardison takes a selfie at Tropicana Field. This is seat 2 in row N of Section 124. 
 

 
Jeff M. Hardison photographs Rays players greeting fans as Sharon Hardison takes his picture 
without him knowing it. Photo by Sharon Hardison © April 16, 2016 
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A jet passes overhead as the Hardison couple goes north to return to Levy County on Friday 
afternoon (April 15). Photo by Sharon Hardison © April 16, 2016 


