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     BRONSON – The sudden departure of a county department director in Levy County created some degree 

of discussion in the community Tuesday (March 8) afternoon. 

     David Knowles resigned as the director of the Levy County Department of Public Safety. 

     His email to employees of the LCDPS noted: 

    "All Staff, 

     "I have been requested by the Levy County Coordinator Fred Moody, to submit my resignation letter 

effective immediately from Levy County. It’s been a great pleasure serving the employees, citizens, and visitors 

of Levy County. I wish the best of luck to all the employees of Public Safety and always continue your 

education. A good education is something no one is able to take away from you." 

     Levy County Coordinator Moody noted in an email on Wednesday morning (March 9), "After much thought 

and deliberation I met with Chief Knowles and requested his resignation. 

     "My decision was based on my observation of a continual loss of support both from inside and outside the 

Department of Public Safety," Moody continued. "I considered Chief Knowles an excellent manager of 

operations as evidenced by our EMS operations being second to none in the state.  However, the lack of support 

for his leadership raises concern for the future recruitment and retention of personnel which is vital to a 

department in a rural area. We appreciate Chief Knowles’ contribution to the Department of Public Safety and 

Levy County.  We wish him the best in his future endeavors." 

     Levy County commissioners who were able to be reached on Wednesday morning gave their perspective on 

losing a department director. 

     County Commission Vice Chairman Danny Stevens said he felt that Knowles was a very good manager who 

brought the county “… from the time of a candlestick for light to the 21st Century” in regard to positive action 

for firefighting and emergency medical services in Levy County. 

     Some issues appear to have not have been addressed in a timely manner by Knowles, Stevens said, and 

Knowles had to take responsibility for that. As for the fire and EMS in Levy County, there is a succession of 

chain of command and the operation of the service will continue to meet those emergency needs, Stevens said. 

     County Commissioner Lilly Rooks said she believes the county may go in a new direction now; although as 

of Wednesday, it is too early to say how the county may change its direction. 

     As for Knowles being asked to resign, Rooks said that when an employee seems to not be listening, then 

there can come a time when the employer needs to let the person move on with their career elsewhere. 

     Like anyone, Rooks said, Knowles had good points in his character and actions, and some that were not so 

good. 

     Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner said he felt Knowles helped Levy County during his time here. 

     “I have all the respect in the world for him,” Joyner said. “He got the ambulance service and the fire 

department, public safety, up to an ‘A’ or an ‘A-plus.’ I wish him all the best in his future endeavors.” 

     County Commissioner Rock Meeks shared his feelings about Knowles’ resignation. 

     “I have mixed emotions,” Meeks said. “He was very much a professional at what he does. He had some 

employee issues from inside. As a leader, you’ve got to manage those issues with the people.” 

     Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks was not able to be reached by telephone Wednesday 

morning. 

    * Commission Chairman Meeks was occupied Wednesday with duties as part of the election canvassing 

committee as he worked with Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones and others, and the break he took for the 

funeral of Dogan Cobb was his only break. Chairman Meeks said he concurs with the other Levy County 

Commission members about Knowles improving the county fire and EMS. 


