
HardisonInk.com 
 

Create-A-Con winners announced in Levy County; 

Final PAL champ to be chosen - * RULES CHANGE OVER THE WEEKEND 
 

 
Levy County Grand Prize Teen Winner Samantha Stephen accepts her certificate 
as the best inventor from among all of the teens in Levy County who entered the 
contest. 
 
Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © March 6, 2016 @ 10:17 p.m. 
* Updated March 7, 2016 @ 7:47 a.m. 
     BRONSON – On Saturday afternoon (March 5), judges Katie Parks and Nancy Troutman 
looked at final projects from what started as 25 applications from young inventors and 
researchers. 
 

Levy County Grand Prize Teen 
Winner Samantha Stephen, 16, 
of Bronson stands next to her 
project, which is the invention of 
a self-cleaning refrigerator that 
produces clean water after the 
automated jets rinse out the 
inside of the dirty refrigerator. 
She has not built a model of her 
conceptual machine, but she 
hopes to do so some day. 
 
    The Create-A-Con contest came to 
fruition through the Putnam-Alachua-
Levy (PAL) Library Cooperative. The 

judging occurred at the Bronson Public Library. 
     Levy County Library System Youth Services Coordinator Jenny Rodgers served as emcee for 
the event, which she also organized and directed. Jeremy Yates of the Putnam County Library 
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System came from Palatka to Bronson on Saturday to assist Rodgers. 
     Also present was Levy County Library System Director Lisa Brasher, who is the PAL 
Administrative Head; and Sandy Moseley, who is the manager of the Bronson Public Library. 
 

 
(from left) Bronson Public 
Library Manager Sandy 
Moseley, Levy County Library 
System Youth Services 
Coordinator Jenny Rodgers 
(speaking),  Levy County 
Library System Director Lisa 
Brasher and Jeremy Yates of 
the Putnam County Library 
System greet participants in 
the event. 
 
     The Create-A-Con event is part 
of an evolving addition to the Levy 

County Public Library System, which one day may include a more continuous area for making 
things by using new and old technology, perhaps even sewing machines. 
     The contest judging event started at about 1 p.m. in the Bronson Public Library and awards 
were presented at about 3 p.m. after scores were tallied. 
     Pre-teens and teens from all over Levy County entered. Projects were on display, as was the 
Maker's Space. There were two 3-D printers active at the site. One was from the Levy County 
Public Library System and the other was from the Putnam County Public Library System. 
Children played relatively quietly and they socialized or read as the judges made their rounds 
and then went into seclusion to tally the results. 
 

 
(from left) Lane Meeks (the Second Place Teen Winner) stands with his project 
‘The Goat Pen’; Brighton Meeks (the Fourth Place Teen Winner) stands with his 
project ‘Life on the Farm’; and Harley Meeks (a Youth Participant) stands with her 
project ‘Art by Harley’ before the start of judging on Saturday. 
~ 
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Kaila Weflin, 12, of Williston (the Third Place Teen Winner) stands next to her 
idea which is named ProSketch. Any person can scan or sketch a picture and then 
this invention will project it onto a wall, or canvas or anywhere else, where the 
artist can trace their work onto the new medium. This is similar to an opaque 
projector. Weflin said she enjoys drawing and wanted to create something to help 
inspire other people who may discover they enjoy this form of the fine arts too. 
~ 

 
Kaila Weflin accepts her certificate. 
 
     The invention and creativity convention judges’ rubric for evaluating projects provided 15 
points for Visual Appeal (neatness, color, typed. Background, first impression); 20 points for 
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Creativity/Originality (concepts creatively presented – done with a new or unique twist); 15 
points for Effort (obvious effort went into the project, rather than a “get it done” look); 15 points 
for Organization (easy to read and understand; each part with a clear purpose/good flow of 
ideas); 10 points for Convention (spelling and grammar); and 35 points for Ideas and Content 
(followed instructions for the project; demonstrated thorough knowledge which was displayed 
in the project; could verbally explain topic to others). 
     Before the awards presentation, Rodgers said she appreciated the patience of everyone. It 
took a lot of time, she said, because the judges had a tough time judging one invention over 
another, because everyone did such and incredibly awesome job. 
     The Levy County Grand Prize Teen Winner was Samantha Stephen, 16, of Bronson. 
     Stephen went home with a Kindle Fire Tablet and a $50 gift card to Walmart, as well as the 
certificate to show she is the Grand Prize Winner. 
     * On Saturday (March 12) at 2 p.m., in the main Alachua County Library System 
headquarters, Stephen will be competing with the teen winners from Alachua and Putnam 
counties to see if she is named as the PAL Teen Grand Prize Winner. 
     * On Saturday (March 5) Youth Services Coordinator Rodgers said that only Stephen would 
be competing, are invited to the big event on Saturday, however only Stephen will be competing. 
Other participants can bring their inventions and ideas for show, but not to compete. 
     * On Monday (March 7), Coordinator Rodgers sent a private message via Facebook.com to 
note that the library group had decided to change its previous ruling and to allow all teens who 
competed in Levy County to compete at the PAL event in Gainesville if they wanted. 
     * "All the projects were rated so close to each other," Rodgers noted, "it only seems fair. There 
will be a new set of judges and the teens can make changes to their projects." 
     Stephen’s invention is named “Ecolectirc.” It is a self-cleaning refrigerator that produces 
clean water after rinsing the whole inside of the refrigerator. 
     Holes in the bottom of the refrigerator drain the sludgy water that happens after water-jets 
inside the refrigerator shoot out of the walls. The refrigerator must be empty and the door closed 
for it to work. 
     That dirty water goes to a holding area where it is treated by electrolysis with a cathode and 
anode. 
     Stephen said she had used electrolysis to separate the two parts of hydrogen and one part of 
oxygen in water. She also said she had experimented with unclean water, treated it through 
electrolysis and made clean water. 
     Other Teen winners were 
Teen Group Winners -- Eve Miescke, Annie Pickard and Alana Horde, all of Chiefland. 
~ 
Teen Winners 
First Place -- Samantha Stephen, Bronson 
Second Place - Lane Meeks, Morriston 
Third Place - Kaila Weflen, Archer 
Fourth Place - Brighton Meeks, Morriston 
Fifth Place - Delaney Cowan, Yankeetown 
~ 
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Youth Participant Lucas Royce Tucker, 9, of Chiefland stands next to his prototype 
– TrafficBot. This robot will perform all sorts of functions as if it were a human 
police officer responsible for handling complex traffic situations. 
~ 
     Levy and Dixie counties had a Youth category of competition, but Alachua County did not. 
The Levy County Youth Winners are: 
First Place - Patrick Whitehead, Williston 
Second Place - Cody Haff, Williston 
Third Place - Elizabeth Libby Hagan, Williston 
Youth Participants - Madison Dasher, Chiefland; Elliot Davis, Williston; Faith Hardy, 
Williston; Lucas Royce Tucker, Chiefland; Harley Meeks, Morriston; Micah Dasher, Chiefland; 
and Chanson Dasher, Chiefland. 
     All of the entrants received a certificate and prizes of various types. 
~ 
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The Levy County Teen Winners 
~ 

 
The Levy County Youth Winners 


