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Withlacoochee Area Chamber Mixer happens; 
Towns enjoy positive results from cooperative efforts 

 

 
Chamber President Jack Schofield, and Inglis Mayor Drinda Merritt and 
Yankeetown Mayor Debra Weiss hold a graphic map of a possible future 
South Levy Recreation Area. This photo is a representative sample of the 
cooperative spirit between business and government interests in the two 
southernmost towns of Levy County. 
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     INGLIS – There was a relatively good turnout and a good time was had by everyone 
who attended the Withlacoochee Area Chamber’s first quarterly mixer of 2016 on 
Monday evening (March 28). 
     There were refreshments. The Chamber has relocated to its previous office at 67 Levy 
County Road 40 West in Inglis. 
     For a period, the Chamber was at the former Inglis Police Station, which has been 
modified to be an animal control outpost, and it is marked for other municipal services. 
     Laurie Winn, who has an insurance office at the address of the former and now 
current Chamber office, said she welcomes the opportunity to help the Chamber by 
accommodating it at its previous location, which is her office now. 
     The single strongest message from the Chamber leadership, which is comprised of 
President Jack Schofield, Vice President James Castle, Treasurer Dick Streeter, 
Secretary Cery Logeman and directors Helen Ciallella, Marilyn Ladner and Ralph 
Walker is that cooperation works. 
 



HardisonInk.com 

 
The entrance of the current Chamber office is well marked. It is just west of 
the fire station and it is next to the Central Florida Electric Cooperative 
office in Inglis. 
 

     “The Chamber is here to support the economic initiatives by the towns of Inglis, 
Yankeetown and Dunnellon,” President Schofield said, “and Levy, Citrus and Marion 
counties.” 
     The towns of Inglis and Yankeetown are working together, and the leaders in the 
municipalities are working with the Chamber to better the economic environment in 
southern Levy County. 
     Everyone benefits by being united, Schofield said. 
     Ecotourism is seen as the strongest economic engine in the Inlis-Yankeetown area. 
People who enjoy outdoor activities such as biking, hiking, fishing, boating, kayaking, 
birdwatching and horseback riding are drawn to the area. 
     One major possible economic initiative is more bike trails. 
     Schofield said the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s Office of 
Greenways and Trails is considering bicycle paths extending from Dunnellon to Inglis 
and from Crystal River to Chiefland. 
     Streeter said outdoor enthusiasts who enjoy passive tourism, in contrast with theme 
park tourists, often are older and have a lot of discretionary income to spend on their 
fun activities. There are many places to spend the night, and there are many restaurants 
in the area, he said. 
     Ciallella, who owns B's Marina & Campground in Yankeetown, said this past year has 
been the best for her marina and campground in the past 20 years. 
     She said she greatly appreciates the work of Carol McQueen as the director of the 
Levy County Tourist Development Council, who has attracted tourists who spend nights 
in Levy County. 
     McQueen was instrumental in bringing the Nature Coast Paddling event to Inglis, 
Ciallella said. Schofield said the Friends of the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve is another 
group that has brought scores of visitors to the area to enjoy the benefits of natural 
Florida. 
     This Chamber is working for the good of the whole. 
     Ciallella refers guests at her campground to all of the area’s attractions, whether they 
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are in Levy, Citrus or Marion counties. Those visitors appreciate the consideration and 
they return to stay in Yankeetown while venturing out into the Gulf of Mexico, to Goethe 
State Forest, or to attractions in the Williston area, Fanning Springs, Homosassa and 
elsewhere. 
     Inglis Mayor Drinda Merritt and Yankeetown Mayor Debra Weiss are continuing to 
see positive outcomes from working together. 
     Ciallella said the recent election in Inglis is a statement by the majority of voters that 
they want communities to work together for the common good. 
     The Yankeetown-Inglis Woman’s Club and pastors from both towns are all working 
together, she said, especially in regard to the Healthy Community Initiative in Levy 
County (Community Health Improvement Plan). 
     The effect of everyone working together is having a huge positive impact on the area, 
she said, and the momentum in that direction is continuing. 
 

 
Berlon Weeks stands next to a sign at the former Chamber office. The 
potential exists to relocate that sign to the actual Chamber of Commerce 
office to reduce the confusion for people visiting Inglis. 
 

     One candidate for Levy County Commission was at the Chamber mixer. 
     Berlon Weeks is seeking to election as the District 1 county commissioner. 
     Weeks shared with people at the mixer that he believes there needs to be something 
done to change “the economy of poverty around here.” 
     By that, Weeks said, he means that people who are being paid by Social Security of 
disabilities and people who are collecting unemployment compensation are causing 
short-term spikes for local businesses at the start of each month. 
     Weeks said he wants Levy County to become more aggressive in seeking new 
business, so that the economy can grow. He mentioned a program in Manatee County 
where new business sees a monetary benefit from the government as a method to 
encourage new investment toward sustainable companies. 
     Another topic that Weeks mentioned, as he continues a very active campaign to be 
elected, is his belief that the Levy County Public Safety Department is not the best 
method to utilize for firefighting. 
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     The recent choice by former LCDPS Director David Knowles to resign is a start, 
Weeks said. 
     “That took the head off the snake,” he said in reference to Knowles’ resignation, “but 
the body is still there.” 
     Weeks said the county put aside $770,000 for municipal fire departments and $1.8 
million for the LCDPS to operate four rural fire departments. 
     Weeks said he believes there can be a reduced fire assessment by funding the 
municipal departments more and letting them lead the way for protecting the 
unincorporated areas around the cities. 
     “We would receive far greater levels of service and a better return on investment,” 
Weeks said, “if we funded the city fire departments more, because volunteer firefighters 
will fight with passion for the love of their communities.” 
     Weeks previously has mentioned his belief that it is too early in Levy County’s 
development to consider adding more and more full-time paid professional firefighters. 
     As for the Chamber, its officers and directors have been working very hard to 
strengthen the Chamber and reignite interest so that when economic growth 
opportunities arise, the business community will be positioned to grasp the opportunity 
that may exist so that it benefits the community. 
     There are currently 51 members of the Withlacoochee Area Chamber of Commerce. 
     The next quarterly mixer, which will be sometime in June, is anticipated to provide 
even more opportunities for social mixing and business interaction, as well as some 
political discussion. June is the month when candidates officially qualify to run. 


