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SRF sales help children 

 

 
(from left) Emily Hallman, the reporter for the senior chapter of Chiefland FFA, 
Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones and Sarah Conquest, president 
of Kountry Kids 4H, visit with each other during the sale on Wednesday. Conquest 
is also a member of Riverside Wranglers 4-H Club. Young people have many 
opportunities to interact with adults who give them positive reinforcement. 
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     FANNING SPRINGS -- The 2016 Suwannee River Fair and Livestock Show and Sale ended 
with sales. 
     There were 385 animals sold as Auctioneer Carroll T. Cannon of Ty Ty, Ga., gave bidders 
every chance to be the winner. 
     Children benefitted by learning about the complete process for raising and selling swine and 
bovine. 
     Clayton Lott of Bronson Sr. FFA noted on Facebook that this was his final SRF, because he 
will be graduating from high school. 
      His words exemplify the feelings of many of the graduating seniors who have been involved 
with this fair over their years in school. 
     “You see, my time as an exhibitor at the SRF is one with much meaning,” Lott noted. “As the 
past six years have been filled with early mornings and late nights, blood, sweat, tears, good 
times and bad times and the best of people to share it with-especially my parents and 
grandparents, advisors, mentors and friends. 
     “All of it being worth it. Worth it because of the lessons learned and the memories. Countless 
memories that I hope to always carry with me. For that, I am very blessed to have gotten the 
opportunity to be a part of the Suwannee River Fair,” he continued. “I've enjoyed every minute 
of it and am proud to end my senior year with a class win - the best steer I've ever shown. If I 
had the opportunity to do it over again, I most definitely would. However, all of this doesn't 
really means it's over. Just a chapter in my life closing, with a new one waiting right around the 
corner. I can't wait to see what's ahead.” 
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     The young man noted his appreciation for his steer buyers, David Benton Farms, Bronson 
Lube (Robbie Cooper), Tammy Jones, Chiefland Farm Supply, Wise Accounting & Tax Service 
(Derrick Wise), Jeff Edison, Suwannee River Kubota and Ebenezer Baptist Church Youth 
Supporters. 
     With hundreds of sales, the range of bids was broad. 
     In the first 50 called by Auctioneer Cannon, he started at least with $2. He moved all of the 
bids more quickly once the Grand Champion and Reserve in Swine, Fat and Feeder animals 
were moved. 
     As he would see the bid series ending for an animal, he would call “open the gate,” and 
volunteers would help move the pigs and cattle out of the area where bidders were watching. 
     There were occasions where volunteers got on the public address system to remind livestock 
owners that they needed to be in position to move. 
     All of the livestock owners who were selling their animals tried to keep a happy face through 
the whole process. 
     There were some young ranchers who had become attached with their pig or cow because 
they had raised it. Sending it to market brought tears to their eyes. 
     The circle of life continues. Some children graduate from high school and move on. Some 
animals go to processing areas to become future meals. 
     With this being an election year for some candidates in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie 
and Gilchrist counties, there were many candidates at the SRF. 
     And so the circle of representative government continues. Some candidates are reelected. 
Some candidates are elected. Some candidates return to jobs other than as elected officials. 
~ 

 
Jerry Lawrence (left), one of two candidates so far that is running for Levy County 
Superintendent of Schools, shakes hands with School Board member Cameron 
Asbell at the auction. 
~ 
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Levy County Commission Chairman John Meeks (left) shakes hands with Levy 
County Sheriff’s office Lt. Shawn Hunt at the auction. 
~ 

 
Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner (right) speaks with a man at the auction. 
~ 
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Presenting the Grand Champion Fat Steer at auction is Tori Mills of Williston FFA. 
~ 

 
Among the buyers of the Grand Champion Feeder Steer, which was raised by 
Colton Langford of Chiefland Sr. FFA (FFA member with beard), are School Board 
member Chris Cowart; Jeff Edison, one of two candidates so far that is running for 
Levy County Superintendent of Schools; Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum; 
SRF President Loran Brookins, County Commission Chairman John Meeks, Billy 
Hinote, and Melanie King Hutchison of Jim King Realty. 
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~ 

 
Ryleigh Locke of Kountry Kids 4H holds the Grand Champion Fat Steer at auction. 
~ 
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Auctioneer Carroll T. Cannon 
~ 
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Carsen McKenzie of Wilcox 4H holds the Grand Champion Feeder Steer she sold at 
auction. 
~ 

 
Kenly Norton of Dixie Wranglers 4H is seen with the Grand Champion Pig at 
auction. 
~ 
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(from left) Georgia Browning and her husband Levy County Judge J.T. ‘Tim’ 
Browning pause for a photo while Eighth Judicial Circuit Judge Stanley H. Griffis 
III looks on. 
~ 
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Kinsey Colley of Wilcox 4H is seen with her pig in the auction area. 
~ 
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Skylar Cannon of Chiefland Sr. FFA is seen with her pig in the auction area. 
~ 
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Dixie County Judge Jennifer Ellison watches the auction. 
~ 
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Gilchrist County Judge Sheree Lancaster watches the auction. 


