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Library director gives a modest proposal School 
Board learns about possible tech-mobile PAL 
grant application 

 

 
Angela Hogan (left), the administrative assistant to the Levy County 
superintendent of schools, listens to PAL Administrative Head Lisa Brasher. 
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     BRONSON -- Levy County Public Library System Director Lisa Brasher approached the 
Levy County School Board on Tuesday morning (March 22) with a modest proposal. 
     Brasher, who is the Putnam-Alachua-Levy (PAL) Libraries Cooperative's administrative head, 
told the county's educational leadership that she intends to seek a grant to fund a bookmobile, 
although it will not be a bookmobile. 
     It will be a mobile technological resource. She sees this portable trailer being pulled by a big 
Ford F350 truck equipped with a gooseneck hitch. 
     Brasher was sketchy on the amount of the grant she is seeking. Nonetheless, she wanted to let 
the Levy County School Board know of her plan to seek the Board’s endorsement in the future 
when she completes forms to seek the PAL funding. 
     The library system director sees the children of Levy County as benefiting from becoming 
more aware of new technology. She told a story about a home-school group that went to a 
conference where all other participants had PowerPoint presentations but the Levy County 
group was using cardboard cutouts. 
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School Board Attorney David Delaney (left) and School Board member Rick 
Turner listen to a presentation about technology. 
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School Board members Brad Etheridge (left)  and Cameron Asbell listen to a 
presentation about technology. 
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School Board member Chris Cowart (left) and Assistant Superintendent of School 
Jeff Edison listen to a presentation about technology. 

     Some ideas she mentioned for this potential future resource would be students using it as an 
after-school club, and for learning about this aspect of science during regular school hours. 
     “Tech to Serve the Needs of the Underserved” is the working title of her grant application at 
this point, Brasher said. This mobile tech center would add to the assets available to the public 
from PAL. Levy County already has a 3-D printer, which is a device that can create items made 
of plastic from concepts that are loaded into it by a computer. 
     Technology is changing daily, she said. The 3D printer of today will be outdated tomorrow. 
She spoke about current 3-D printers that are being used to build parts that are no longer 
available for antique cars; to build prosthetic arms; and to build caps to fit on teeth with more 
precision than what existed previously. 
     It is not only plastic or metal that can be used in these manufacturing devices. For a child that 
does not like carrots, there is a 3-D printer that could be loaded with raw carrots to form a bite-
sized carrot shaped like an airplane. A child may not want to eat a carrot, but he or she may 
want to eat a small airplane. 
     Brasher said this tech-mobile probably will require a facilitator to help teachers learn about 
the technological devices it will carry, so that they can “run the tech club.” 
     Helping Levy County students be more competitive in a job market where knowledge about 
technology is a factor is one of Brasher’s goals with this tech-mobile 
     “I think that it’s important for our kids to know these things,” she said. “Not that they are ever 
going to make carrot planes, or feel like it. It’s that ability to give them choices to make.” 
     The library system director said she knows what her father and grandfather did in their time. 
She did not know anyone in the NASA programs, however, when she was young. 
     “So it never would have occurred to me that we need to get our kids familiar with it,” Brasher 
said, “not necessarily competent (with advanced technology) unless that is what they want to do. 
     “But with the push for STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics), you 
know, let’s just go ahead and marshal our resources together (with PAL) and see what we can 
work out.” 
     Brasher concluded her presentation by noting this was simply an advance visit with 
information, so that she does not just show up at a future meeting and request an instant letter 
for support for this grant. 

 


