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Quilt festival endures drizzle 

 

 
Arnie Kiil of Gilchrist County drives Kino’s Caboose. This was a ride available for 
children who visited the Quilt Festival. 
 
Story, Photos and Video by Jeff M. Hardison © March 21, 2016 @ 9:37 a.m. 
     TRENTON – A long spate of drizzly rain from morning to noon on Saturday (March 19) 
caused a reduction in the number of people who would have gone to the 9th Annual Suwannee 
Valley Quilt Festival in downtown Trenton.  
     The one-day event, though, was extended for an hour longer this year and visitors arrived 
after the rain subsided. The festival went until 4 p.m., where it had ended at 3 p.m. in years past. 
      The festival featured quilt displays throughout downtown Trenton contributed by individuals 
and groups. Quilt and craft vendors lined Main Street and filled the Old Depot, which was dry 
even in the drizzle. 
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      Many of the quilts were available for purchase. In 2015, the festival had about 20 quilting 
groups and about 90 craft, food and antique vendors. 
 

 
Jackie Rome owns these two tractors that were on display during the festival. She 
is a member of the North Florida Antique Tractor Club and has been very 
supportive of the festival for many years. More tractors had been anticipated, but 
the rain at the start of the day influenced many owners to not bring them. 
 

 
Some classic car owners braved the weather and brought these classics to show at 
the festival. 
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Visitors used umbrella and other rain gear to see the artwork and various crafts 
that were for show and sale at the Quilt Festival. Once again, the event was far 
more than just quilts. 
 

 
Jeff Runde of north Gilchrist County cooks delicious food for patrons of the 
festival. There were several types of different delicacies available. 
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