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Multiple departments respond after Andrews 
Nursery building ignites 

 

 
The office of Andrews Nursery is seen here behind the smoke from a fire in the 
building. A section of the wall near the front door had already been removed at 
this point in the battle against the blaze. 
 
Story, Photos and Video By Jeff M. Hardison © March 17, 2016 @ 5:17 p.m. 
* Updated March 18, 2016 @ 8:37 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND -- Firefighters and equipment from Chiefland, Bronson, Fanning Springs, 
Trenton, Levy County Fire Rescue (Department of Public Safety) and the Florida Forestry 
Service responded to a call for help late Thursday afternoon (March 17) after Andrews Nursery, 
a part of the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services resources, had a 
building catch on fire. 
     The state raises pine trees at the nursery. 
     “The Florida Forest Service produces over 8 million bareroot pine seedlings at its Andrews 
Nursery in Chiefland. These seedlings are available for sale to non-industrial private 
landowners, corporate landowners and state and federal agencies to support Florida's 
reforestation needs,” according to information on a website for the nursery. “Andrews Nursery 
also grows a combined total of over 5 million containerized pine seedlings and containerized 
wiregrass.” 
     The nursery was dedicated to the memory of M.D. (Six) Andrews for outstanding 
contributions to forestry in Florida. Andrews was a member of the Florida Board of Forestry 
June 15, 1954 to May 6, 1958. 
     Chiefland Fire Chief James Harris was the lead chief who coordinated the effort to extinguish 
the fire. 
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UPDATE (March 18, 2016 @ 8:27 p.m.) 
*    Chief Harris noted the following information about the fire at Andrews Nursery, 9850 N.W. 
42nd Court. 
     The Levy County Sheriff's Office Dispatch Center received the call at 1:23 p.m., and 
dispatched fire units at 1:24 p.m. The first units arrived at 1:27 p.m. and reported heavy fire 
showing through the roof on the west end of the approximately 5,000 square-foot industrial 
metal building. The building was built in 1956 and was used for the main nursery office, 
packaging trees and a large workshop. 
     The workshop area was fully engulfed in fire. The combined fire crews made an attack on the 
spread of fire containing the major fire damage to the workshop area. All other area received 
smoke heat and water damage. 
     The building and contents' value is estimated at $1 million and loss is estimated at $900,000. 
There were no hazardous materials stored in the fire building and all other areas that did have 
hazardous materials stored were not affected by the fire. There were no injuries to nursery 
personnel or firefighters. The fire is believed to have been caused by unknown electrical 
problems. The fire is under investigation by the State Fire Marshall’s Office. 
~ 

 
Trenton Fire Rescue and Levy County Department of Public Safety vehicles 
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A Bronson Fire Rescue Tanker 
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A Fanning Springs Fire Rescue pumper 
 

 
Chief James Harris (yellow raincoat) of Chiefland Fire Rescue speaks to Forestry 
Service workers. 

 
Firefighter Ben Lowe of Chiefland Fire Rescue rips into the metal building as part 
of the fight against the fire. 
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An ambulance remains on the scene to transport anyone if needed. Rain is falling 
as it was during the firefight. 


