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Levy County Prevention Coalition shines at 
luncheon 

 

 
Levy County Prevention Coalition Chairman Crystal Seley starts the meeting. 
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     WILLISTON -- After a six-month break in meetings, the Levy County Prevention Coalition 
(LCPC) rebounded Thursday (March 17) with an amazing luncheon at Williston Elementary 
School's Media Center. 
     The food and reinforcement for all parties interested in helping communities enjoy healthy 
lifestyles shows the coalition’s progress is still growing. There was even a brief history lesson 
about the LCPC. 
FOOD 
     This was a luncheon meeting of the LCPC, as is often the case in recent years. 
     Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis was the complete chef of the day. He cooked enough 
taco soup, beef and vegetable soup, cornbread and banana pudding (with zero bananas in it) to 
feed the many people who came to the event. 
     “I used to want to be a chef,” Lewis said before the meeting started. 
     Across the whole spectrum of diners, there were glowing reviews for the delicious lunchtime 
treats. The banana-free banana pudding was incredible, and unless someone knew the “secret” 
they would think there were bananas in that pudding. 
     LCPC Treasurer and Founder Robert Wells was in attendance, and he was among the many 
people who enjoyed hearing about the past, present and potential future of the LCPC. 
     LCPC Chairman Crystal Seley opened the meeting. 
     LCPC Secretary Jennifer Radder was absent, as were Co-Chairman Chris Cowart, 
Parliamentarian Edith Brown, and honorary board members Jeff Edison, WPD Chief Dennis 
Strow, Annie Battles and Sheriff Robert B. “Bobby” McCallum Jr. 
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LCPC Chief Operating Officer Jonathan Lewis explains a point on Thursday 
afternoon. 
 
HISTORY 
     Lewis said the budget to help students and communities has grown from $120,000 in 2011 to 
be $634,680 in 2016 and it may reach almost $1 million a year by 2017. 
     What was once known as the Corner Drug Store of Gainesville has since become CDS Family 
Behavioral Health Services Inc. Back in 2004, CDS received funding and it implemented the Too 
Good For Drugs program in Williston Elementary School and Williston Middle School, Lewis 
said. 
     What was first known as the Levy County Faith-Based Coalition was established in 2005 and 
it formed a partnership with CDS. In 2008, the PPG grant that had funded the CDS’ Too Good 
For Drugs program ended. In 2011, Alpha/Beta programs ended at WES and WMS, and there 
was a reinstatement of the Too Good For Drugs program by CDS. 
     Also in 2011, CDS assisted with the funding for the Levy County Prevention Coalition, and 
that was the year the LCPC hired its first actual employee – Lewis. He was hired as coalition 
coordinator. 
     It was in 2011, too, when the LCPC completed its action plan and solidified the Board of 
Directors structure to build capacity for expansion. 
     In 2013, through advocacy with CDS, the LCPC strengthened the Too Good For Drugs 
program’s reach to include Chiefland Elementary School and Joyce Bullock Elementary School. 
The next year, Bronson Elementary School was included as part of the Too Good For Drugs 
program. 
     Now, there are almost 1,500 students a year in Levy County who are part of the program. 
     CDS Prevention Coordinator Gwen Love and her staff work with the schools in this program. 
Love mentioned that the CDS staff assist the schools’ normal staff with bus duty, lunch duty and 
they help with special events – which lets children associate the CDS staff with the school more 
than as if they were outsiders who only visit for the Too Good For Drugs program. 
     This helps the children feel comfortable with CDS staff, Love said, and there is no disruption 
in the educational environment at the schools. 
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     In 2014, through its partnership with CDS and collaboration with the Levy County School 
District, the LCPC was able to add two family action counselors to Levy County. Their goal is to 
receive referrals from the schools and to catch a student before that child continues on a path of 
truancy and other major behavioral issues. 
    Also in 2015, the LCPC received a five-year $125,000-a-year Drug Free Communities grant, 
Lewis said. Year three of that grant started Oct. 1, 2015. 
 
NO ONE’S HOUSE 
     Levy, Dixie, Hernando and Lake counties have formed a partnership. Lewis said, to help 
parents understand the importance of not allowing underage drinking at anyone’s house. 
     One key source for alcoholic beverages, Lewis said, is from residences. 

     “This is a message that no one’s house is a safe place 
for teen drinking,” Lewis said. 
     This program to inform everyone is through print 
media, daily news websites and social media, he said. 
     Lewis said parents will sign a pledge card. There will 
be a place where parents can check to see if the house 
their child is visiting is noted as one where the parent 
does not allow teenagers to drink alcohol. The online 
place for a parent to sign the pledge is 
http://nooneshouse.com/. 
FRIDAY NIGHT DONE RIGHT 
     Lewis announced the addition of Rose C. Wilder to 
the staff of the LCPC. 
 
Levy County Prevention Coalition Coordinator 
of Community Projects Rose C. Wilder attends 
her first LCPC meeting, where she was 
introduced by Chief Operating Officer 
Jonathan Lewis. 
 
     Wilder is the new coordinator of community 
projects. She is helping lead the Friday Night Done 
Right project that is coming up. 
     On April 8 in Williston, there is going to be a flag 
football tournament and other activities at the WHS 
Football Field. 
     Food will be provided. Different winners in the 
brackets will receive a voucher for a movie ticket, 
Lewis said. 

     Lewis said the LCPC is working toward making more Friday Night Done Right programs 
available in Levy County. 
OTHER PROGRAMS 
     The LCPC is also continuing to participate in the Prescription Drug Drop-Off program in 
conjunction with the United States Drug Enforcement Agency and the Levy County Sheriff’s 
Office. 
     Another project the LCPC is very active in is the Responsible Vendor Training program. 
Wilder is heading that now too. The Responsible Vendor Training program is for business 
owners to learn how to train their clerks in relation to laws regulating the sale of alcohol and 
tobacco to minors. 
     A new LCPC program named “You’re Not Alone” is starting in May. This involves teens who 

http://nooneshouse.com/
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have mental health issues. 
     Lewis said many teens who turn to illegal alcohol use and other drug abuse have mental 
health issues, that if addressed can reduce their susceptibility to drug abuse, drug addiction and 
all of the consequences from that. 
     There will be about 50 students involved in this program to start, he said. Statistics show that 
one in five children aged 13 to 18 have an unhealthy mental health condition. 
     Suicide is the second leading cause of death for youths aged 10 to 14 years old. Nine out of 10 
suicide fatalities in youth were the result of an underlying mental illness, according to statistics 
from the National Institute of Mental Health, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and the 
National Alliance of Mental Health. 
UNITY FAMILY COMMUNITY CENTER 
     Members of the Unity Family Community Center (UFCC) of Williston were present at the 
LCPC meeting. 
     The UFCC Sexual Risk Avoidance program, which is funded by the Florida Department of 
Health, targets boys and girls in grades seven through nine. It has a foundation in abstinence, 
but it is not limited to that alone. 
     It is a proactive approach to help children learn about healthy behavior in regard to sexual 
risks. It is school board-approved and addresses the Sunshine State Standards for education in 
relation to healthy literacy, healthy behavior and healthy living. 
     Program Director Dr. Lakisha Scott; Teen Health Educator Nosheika Rucker; and Latarsha 
Jones spoke about the program. 
     Through discussion, games, videos and role-play, students learn material in eight modules. 
Topics include consequences from having sexual encounters, such as pregnancy and diseases. 
     Additional services from this group include parent workshops, and modified programs for 
youth groups. 
TOBACCO PREVENTION 
     Kristina Zachry of the Levy County Tobacco Free Partnership and Quit Doc shared updates 
about progress in helping people either not start using tobacco or to quit using it. 
     Students have been very active, Zachry said, visiting 69 retailers in three months as they 
compile data about advertising tobacco products and tobacco availability for minors – especially 
at convenience stores. She said the retailers are happy to oblige the students in their quest for 
answers. 
     In Levy County schools, just like all over the nation, one recent activity is known as “Kick 
Butts Day,” where students educate their peers as to reasons to quit smoking cigarettes. 
     All Levy County schools participated in “Kick Butts Day,” she said. One activity was the 
signing of pledge cards to stay tobacco free, she said. 
     The 300 pledge cards signed to show these students plan to remain tobacco free are one 
indicator that Levy County youths want to maintain a healthy lifestyle, Zachry said. 
     A new menace for youth is the electronic cigarettes that allow them to inhale vapors laced 
with nicotine. 
     Levy County Students Working Against Tobacco anticipate manning booths at the upcoming 
Levy County Fair and the Cedar Key Arts Festival, she said. 
LCSO PRESENCE 
     Although Levy County Sheriff McCallum and Williston Police Chief Strow were involved with 
other activities, LCSO Lt. Shawn Hunt, the leader for area community relations, and Sgt. Max 
Long, a school resource officer, were present. 
     Sgt. Long  said the Officer Friendly program for elementary schools helps teach the children 
that law enforcement officers are there to help them, and young people should run toward and 
not away from police officers. 
     Sgt. Long said officers are there to help young people – to counsel them, to mentor them, and 
to help educate them. 
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     Two issues that are being addressed with older children are cyber bullying and sex texting, he 
said. Another program is to help children know about the dangers from guns. 
     The Know The Law program is in conjunction with the LCPC, Long said, encourages young 
people to understand more about possible consequences from making bad choices. 
ALCOHOL LITERACY CHALLENGE 
     Another of the many speakers during the extended meeting on Thursday was Lorrie van 
Voorthuijsen. 
     This West Palm Beach resident is part of the Hanley Center Foundation. She is visiting Levy 
County schools to teach concepts similar to those of tobacco prevention, only this is for alcohol 
prevention. 
     Essentially, her lesson plan lets middle school students know that “Thinking Is Not 
Drinking.” Traits within a person are what lead them to be happy and to be social with others. 
Alcohol does not create that within a person, despite what may be perceived from ads for 
alcoholic beverages. 
     “Neurons that fire together, wire together,” she said. Ads showing beautiful people having 
happy fun times as they drink alcohol are nothing more than a ploy to link that in the viewers’ 
minds, she said. 
     Drinking alcohol does not make people beautiful or handsome, and it does not always result 
in happy fun times even though a viewer may be led to think that from watching those 
advertisements. 
     And “the dead chicken” is that part of the lesson that she adds as a third element for high 
school students. Addiction, liver disease, death, crashes, loss of employment, wrecked homes 
and other consequences from over-indulgence in alcoholic beverages are not what are shown in 
ads, van Voorthuijsen said. 


