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Eighth Judicial Circuit Public Defender Stacy A. 
Scott enlightens Chiefland Rotarians;  
Scott opposes death penalty 
 

 
Public Defender Stacy A. Scott speaks to the members and guests at the 
Wednesday (March 15) meeting of the Chiefland Rotary Club. 
 
Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © March 18, 2016 @ 10:37 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND -- The Honorable Eighth Judicial Circuit Public Defender Stacy A. Scott 
taught Chiefland Rotarians about a change related to the imposition of the death penalty in 
Florida, and she enlightened them about other legislative matters as well on Wednesday 
afternoon (March 16). 
     Meeting in the Conference Room of The Gathering Table Restaurant in Chiefland, members 
and guests of the Rotary Club of Chiefland enjoyed the buffet as well as took care of Rotarian 
matters -- and they had time to listen to a guest speaker too. 
     Scott is familiar with the Rotary Club International, because she is a member of the "Tuesday 
Big Club" Rotary Club of Gainesville. 
     As a Rotarian, Scott is inclined to give service above self. She had volunteered earlier in the 
day to help students consider a career as an attorney. One of the local schools had a “career day” 
on that Wednesday. 
     She was asked to be the guest speaker that same day, and had not prepared a particular 
presentation; however, she agreed to the request. Bill Langston, an investigator in the Public 
Defender’s Office, is a Chiefland Rotarian and he introduced his boss, whom he had requested to 
speak. 
     Chiefland Rotary President Skipper Henderson had sent an email to fellow Rotarians seeking 
a speaker for the day. One of the Chiefland Rotary members who had been in the rotation to 
bring a guest speaker was ill, and he was unable to enlist a person. Hence Henderson took the 
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reins and led that horse to be able to be ridden. 
     Public Defender Scott serves on the Legislative Committee for the Florida Public Defenders 
Association (FPDA); so, she was able to speak about legislation from the recently completed 
session in Tallahassee. 
     The FPDA visits legislators to help them understand about budgetary needs to fund the 
defense of people accused of crimes. The group also addresses legislators about substantive 
issues related to criminal justice in Florida. 
 

 
Public Defender Stacy Scott (left) poses with Chiefland Rotary Club President 
Skipper Henderson after the meeting. Rotarian Scott holds the pen presented to 
her for being a guest speaker. As a Rotarian, she may have the opportunity to give 
her club a dollar or two for being mentioned in HardisonInk.com. Different 
Rotary Clubs have various means of gathering money from their members as they 
seek to fund worthwhile missions. On a worldwide perspective, Rotary Club is 
fighting polio. 
 
     Scott mentioned repeatedly to the Chiefland Rotarians that she is very much in favor of the 
right to bear arms as protected by the United States Constitution’s Second Amendment. (She 
supports and defends the Constitution, because she took that oath of office.) 
     The biggest issue this legislative session in Tallahassee, Scott said, related to Florida’s leaders 
reforming the rules for imposing the death penalty on people. 
      The United States Supreme Court struck down Florida’s sentencing scheme for the death 
penalty, she said. 
    The Justices ruled 8-1 that Florida unconstitutionally gave judges powers that juries should 
wield in determining a defendant's eligibility for execution. 
     This ruling by the Supreme Court invalidated the process by which a Florida judge sentenced 
Timothy Hurst to death for the 1998 murder of a fried-chicken restaurant manager. 
     Since the ruling, executions have been on hold in Florida, home to the nation's second-largest 
death row population with 389 inmates, according to the Florida Department of Corrections 
Death Row Roster (http://www.dc.state.fl.us/activeinmates/deathrowroster.asp) and 
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other sources. 
     Scott said the previous scheme in Florida did not require a unanimous jury vote to make a 
person eligible to be executed. A 7-5 vote would be enough from that 12-member set of jurists. 
     To preserve capital punishment in the state, Florida's Republican-controlled legislature 
passed a law making juries responsible for finding death penalty eligibility. 
     The bill requires at least 10 of 12 jurors to agree on death sentences in murder cases, and they 
must have unanimously agreed on the facts, or aggravating factors, warranting it. Scott said 
jurists always must agree before a judge can impose certain sentences. 
     In the Hurst case, a jury recommended execution in a 7-5 vote, but did not specify what 
aggravating factors it had found, Scott explained. 
     The pending change does not apply to current death row inmates, whose sentences are under 
review by the Florida Supreme Court, according to the rules of law. 
     In Florida, Scott explained, a judge would make the findings of fact to determine if the 
aggravating factors of a murder were enough to make the murderer eligible for execution. 
Previously in Florida, a jury would make a recommendation about life in prison or execution. 
     Now, even after the amended law, Florida is one of three states that does not require 
unanimity of the jury to vote on the recommendation to kill a convicted murderer, she said. 
     “I mean Texas requires unanimity on the death recommendation,” Scott said. “And they have 
no problem with killing people. 
     “Our position (FDPA) was that if you want to kill somebody, everyone should have to agree,” 
she continued. “The prosecutors’ (association) position was that you could have a rogue juror 
that prevents a horrible person like Ted Bundy from being executed if you require unanimity.” 
     There was a period in American history where the death penalty was ruled by the United 
States Supreme Court as being unconstitutional, but that has since reverted. 
     In 1972, in the case of Furman versus Georgia, there was a United States Supreme Court 
decision that ruled on the requirement for a degree of consistency in the application of the death 
penalty. That case led to a de facto moratorium on capital punishment throughout the United 
States. 
     However, a 1976 United States Supreme Court decision ended the moratorium of executions 
in Florida (and other states) when Gregg vs. Georgia led to the resumption of the various state 
governments executing people in the United States of America. 
     In Gregg vs. Georgia (Proffitt vs. Florida, Jurek vs. Texas, Woodson vs. North Carolina, and 
Roberts vs. Louisiana), the majority of Justices reaffirmed the United States Supreme Court's 
acceptance of the use of the death penalty in the United States, upholding, in particular, the 
death sentence imposed on Troy Leon Gregg. 
     John Arthur Spenkelink (March 29, 1949-May 25, 1979) was a convicted murderer. He was 
executed in 1979, and was the first convict to be executed in Florida after capital punishment 
was reinstated in 1976, and the second (after Gary Gilmore) in the country. 
     Scott said the FPDA favors abolition of the death penalty. When asked for her choice on 
whether there should be executions in Florida, she said she concurs with the FPDA. 
     “I believe that the government shouldn’t be allowed to kill people,” Scott said. 
     She went on to say statistics show the death penalty is unequally applied to poor people and 
to “people of color.” 
     Except in self-defense, Scott said she opposes the killing of any human being. 
    “I’m all for being able to defend yourself,” she said. “I am a huge Second Amendment person.” 
     Scott appealed to the fiscally responsible taxpayers with a reason to abolish the death penalty 
in Florida. It is far more costly to litigate death penalty cases to their conclusion, she said, in 
comparison with housing a prisoner until he or she dies while in custody. 
       “I don’t think there has ever been any proof that it (executions) has a deterrent effect,” Scott 
said. “I just think that us sinking down, as a society, to the level of a disgusting murderer – and 
exacting retribution by killing him like that is not the best way to elevate our society. I just think 
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we should try to be better than that.” 
     Scott took the high road, as well, in conceding that people with an opinion that differs from 
hers in this regard are not “bad.” 
     “Good people can disagree with that (opinion of the death penalty being barbaric) and I am 
ready to have that discussion with anyone,” she said. 
     As for the man who leads the prosecution of cases in the Eighth Judicial Circuit (Alachua, 
Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy and Union counties), Scott spoke of him highly. 
     Public Defender Scott said the Hon. Eighth Judicial Circuit State Attorney William “Bill” 
Cervone is “the best state attorney in Florida.” She said he is not one to seek the death penalty 
without extremely careful consideration. 
     The public defender also shared with the Rotarians a wealth of information regarding 
legislation related to gun ownership in Florida. 
     While Levy and Gilchrist counties are in the Eighth Judicial Circuit, Dixie County is in the 
Third Judicial Circuit (Columbia, Dixie, Hamilton, Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee and Taylor 
counties). The Public Defender in the Third Judicial Circuit of Florida is the Hon. Blair Payne. 
The State Attorney in the Third Judicial Circuit of Florida is the Hon. Jeff Siegmeister. 


