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Recreational fisherman 
endorses donating blood 

  
Jake Joye speaks to the audience (left) and later shows his healed leg that was hit 
by a propeller in 2004. 
Photos by Jeff M. Hardison 
 
By Jeff M. “O+” Hardison © March 1, 2016 @ 8:47 a.m. 
 
     GAINESVILLE -- Jake Joye still searches for scallops during season and he goes fishing 
often too. 
 
     This is not so unusual for most guys who like this sport, but Joye went through an ordeal in 
2004 that almost claimed his life. 
     About a dozen years later, on Leap Day (Feb. 29), he shared his harrowing story of a boating 
tragedy that helps him appreciate how much giving blood means to a person who would die 
without the life-supporting fluid produced by human bodies. 
 

 
People enjoy the appreciation luncheon at a LifeSouth Community Blood Centers 
location in Gainesville on Leap Day. Organizers went with a green frog theme. 
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     Laboratory Services Supervisor Joye works for LifeSouth Community Blood Bank at its 
Newberry location. Joye earned a degree in zoology from the University of Florida. After 
teaching high school science for three years, Joye first started at LifeSouth, working as a donor 
recruiter in his hometown of Lake City. 
     It was during the appreciation luncheon on Monday afternoon when the employee served 
LifeSouth as its keynote speaker. 
     He wanted all of the representatives from the media, churches, schools, civic groups and 
businesses to know that blood donations save lives. 
     His story may have been a bit graphic for some people at lunch, but it is a vital message that 
calls for help from donors. 
 

 
Mike Hutto from American Legion Post 383 of Old Town holds the certificate 
awarded to this veterans’ group for the blood its members donated to save lives. 
Photo by Jeff M. Hardison 
 
     Leaving from the Town of Suwannee during recreational scallop-harvesting season in 2004, 
Joye had gone in search of the shelled treats with friends on a boat. They passed Horseshoe 
Beach as they went to collect a bunch of scallops that day, he said. 
     They were heading back to the dock in Suwannee. It had a rained a little that day and the 
water was making the ride a bit bumpy, Joye said. The deck of the boat was probably a bit slick 
as Joye stood next to his friend who was piloting the vessel. 
     The boat captain hit a big wave a bit funny and the vessel veered to the right, Joye said. He 
went over the side and the propeller chopped into his left leg – cutting it almost completely off. 
His friends recovered him from the water and put a tourniquet on the leg. 
     Joye said it was disconcerting to see the end of his femur poking out from his thigh. There 
was blood all over that white boat, he said. 
     It took about 45 minutes to reach the boat ramp. He was the navigator and had to keep 
conscious to help bring his friends back to the dock. 
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Keysha Graham, the Tri-County donor recruiter from LifeSouth, presents a 
certificate of appreciation to HardisonInk.com owner Jeff M. Hardison. Peggy 
Marlatt is Graham’s assistant who helped pass out awards to other Tri-County 
Area recipients on Monday.  Photo by Debbie Almeida of LifeSouth 
 
     A Dixie County ambulance, which they had arranged to meet them by using a marine radio, 
took him to the ShandsCair helicopter that moved him as quickly as possible from Dixie County 
to Gainesville. 
     “At that time,” he said, “Shands was just becoming the Level One Trauma Center they are.” 
     The 22-minute flight from Suwannee to Gainesville was the most he could last. The added 
time it would have taken to fly him to Jacksonville would be too long for him to have survived 
with the amount of blood he had lost. 
     It took 14 units to replace the blood he lost. 
     “I worked here (at LifeSouth) at the time,” he said. “So I knew how important what we do is. 
You know in a different way after something like that.” 
     He said the people who donate blood mean a lot to the people whose lives are saved as a 
result of that donation. And it means a lot to their loved ones and friends to not lose a person 
they care about due to a blood shortage. 
     Joye showed the crowd his leg. He said the surgeons at Shands did an excellent job of moving 
muscles and filling holes so that he can use it. In that leg, there is no patella, he said. 
     He was very happy that doctors were able to save his leg. 
     After his presentation, several people accepted certificates of appreciation for their part in the 
whole of getting blood from donors to recipients. 
     Among the biggest donors mentioned Monday were Buccholz High School; the University of 
Florida Reserve Officer Training Corps members of the United States Air Force; Nationwide 
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Insurance and City College. 
     There are scores of other groups donating from across many counties. There were many 
competitive blood drives. 
     As for the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties, Bell High School and 
Bronson High School were in the top 10 biggest donors from high schools in the area. 
     Chiefland, Cedar Key, Williston, Dixie County Rotary, Old Town and Fanning Springs were in 
the top 10 of community blood drives. 
     Cross City Correctional and Gilchrist County Courthouse also have bragging rights for being 
in the top 10 for government blood drives in 2015. 
     There were members from the starting group who began LifeSouth in Gainesville when it 
began as a Civitan project in 1974. Civitan International is an organization of volunteer service 
clubs around the world, dedicated to helping people in their own communities. 
     There is no longer a Civitan in Gainesville. The closest club meetings are in Leesburg, 
according to the Civitan International website club locator. 
 

 
C. Vernon Mize Sr. retired from LifeSouth at the age of 70. That was 22 years ago, 
the 92-year-old man said on Leap Year Day. He remembers having community 
blood drives in Chiefland, Bronson, Cedar Key, Cross City and Trenton from 
decades ago. Although he is retired, he is still active. Mize accepted the certificate 
of appreciation on behalf of the church he attends. 
Photo by Jeff M. Hardison 
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     It is important for a person to know their blood type. It takes all types to donate.    
     Joye is “O positive.” That is a relatively common blood type. He can accept O positive or O 
negative blood. He can donate to O+, A+, B+ and AB+. 
     Below is a general view of percentages of blood types, or blood groups, according to America’s 
Blood Centers. (Please notice the + is for positive and the - is for negative. Also please notice the 
placement of decimal points.) 
O+ 37.4 percent 
A+ 35.7 percent 
B+ 8.5 percent 
AB+ 3.4 percent 
O- 6.6 percent 
A- 6.3 percent 
B- 1.5 percent 
AB- .6 percent 
     Following are Compatible Blood Types: 
O- can receive O- 
O+ can receive O+, O- 
A- can receive A-, O- 
A+ can receive A+, A-, O+, O- 
B- can receive B-, O- 
B+ can receive B+, B-, O+, O- 
AB- can receive AB-, B-, A-, O- 
AB+ can receive AB+, AB-, B+, B-, A+,  A-,  O+,  O- 


