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Williston Chamber 
event reflects 
change 
 
 
The 2016 officers and directors of 
the Williston Chamber of 
Commerce are installed by Levy 
County Judge J.T. 'Tim' 
Browning. Notice the hula-hoops 
in front of the stage and the 45 

rpm records hanging from the roof as part of the 1950s sock hop theme. 
 
Story, Photos and Video By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 28, 2016 @ 2:07 p.m. 
(some photos were by Sharon Hardison, and at least one photo was by someone else) 
 
     WILLISTON -- The Williston Chamber of Commerce conducted its Annual Installation 
Banquet at Holy Family Catholic Church's Community Center, 17353 N.E. U.S. Alt. 27, in 
Williston on Saturday night (Feb. 27). 

Sharon Hardison models her homemade letter 
sweater and her homemade 1950s socks. 
 

 
 

Jeff Hardison stands with his functional 
switch comb. Similar to a switchblade knife, 
this comb is more stylish than dangerish. 
('Dangerish' is for Steve McMillen to use next 
year if he wants.) 
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     The buffet style dinner was catered by The Ivy House Restaurant, which brought delicious 
food for all to enjoy. The food was great. 
     Beer and wine was available. For the people not inclined to drink alcohol, there was water or 
raspberry tea available. 
     The theme was "Let’s Go to the 1950s Sock Hop," and many people dressed for the occasion. 
There were door prizes available to people who bought tickets for them. 
~ 

Jeff Hardison smashes a $10 egg to 
discover that particular egg did not let him 
enter into the contest for some set of door 
prizes. (below) Sharon Hardison waits 
with her egg, and then smashes it. Notice 
how Jeff is smiling while swatting the egg 
and Sharon has a different expression. 
‘After I smooshed the egg,’ Jeff said, ‘it 
dawned on me that the potential existed 
for me to be splattering egg innards all 
over the place. Luckily, this was not the 
first egg smash for the Williston Chamber 
of Commerce.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     One game that was available again this year was 
the egg smash for a chance to win prizes. People 
would smash eggs and if it was hard-boiled, then 
they were entered into a drawing for prizes. Each 
egg smash cost $10. 
 
     The music played throughout the night was of 
the 1950s. 
     The location for the event changed again this 
year. In the past 10 years, the event has gone from 
the Williston Golf and Country Club, to Williston  
 

Crossings RV Resort and now to the 
local Catholic church. 
     The location was not the only 
alteration. There was a noticed 
absence, too. Senior Judge Joseph 
Smith did not present the new officers, 
as he had for many years before. 
Judge Smith’s inimitable style was 
replaced by a bit more conventional 
version by Levy County Judge J.T. 
“Tim” Browning, who did a very 
honorable job as he always does. 
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     Steve McMillen provided comic relief again, as he has in years past, with a 15-minute slide 
presentation of funny signs he has seen and others have emailed to him. 
     Among his funny signs was one for a yard sale on “Fir” rather than “Fri.” for Friday. A 
Bronson garage sale was noted to be “Groj Sale.” 
     There was a building that was “under contruction” without the “s.” 
     The University of Florida ART Education’s acronym of “UF ARTED” was among the many, 
many funny artifacts McMillen shared with people. 
     He thanked everyone for visiting his YouTube work, which went “viral” at 35 views, including 
the 34 from his mom, who was also at the event on Saturday night as she drove up from 
Orlando. 
     Following is a list of the officers and directors installed for 2016: President Patricia Zerbini, 
Treasurer Paul Jones, Secretary Carolyn Ten Broeck; and directors Jana Carlisle, Tracy Kirby, 
Rick Maguire, Linda Rodeffer, Lon Sullivan and Bob Walker. 
~ 

 
(left) HardisonInk.com owner Jeff Hardison interviews Chamber Executive 
Director Mary Kline. HardisonInk.com was one of the sponsors for six tables that 
were sponsored. (upper right) Levy County Judge J.T. ‘Tim’ Browning administers 
the oath of office to Williston Chamber President Patricia Zerbini. (lower left) 
Barbie waits to serve customers at a 1950s diner. 
~ 
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Officers and directors are installed. 
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The program begins. 
~ 

 
Debra Jones speaks to Candace Marston. Marston owns Aunt Ruth’s Pantry & Gift 
Emporium, 127 E. Nobles Ave. (U.S. Alt. 27). Marston provided the 45 rpm records 
hanging from the ceiling. She is wearing an authentic Warsaw (N.Y.) High School 
jacket, which was loaned to her by a man who lettered in baseball and football. 
Marston was among the guests at the HardisonInk.com table, and she was the life 
of the party. 
~ 
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Jerry and Kathy Lawrence were among the guests at the HardisonInk.com table. 
 

 
Jerry is seeking election as the superintendent of schools in Levy County. Another 
candidate for that office – Jeff Edison – was at the Chamber function as well. As 
for Levy County candidates, that was it at the event. 
 


