
HardisonInk.com 
 

Unmanned vessel aids young student scientists; 
Coast Guard from Yankeetown helps effort 

 

 
The final float test is conducted at the public boat ramp that leads into the Gulf of 
Mexico at the western end of Levy County Road 40. 
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     YANKEETOWN -- Dunnellon Christian Academy's unmanned mini-boat -- the "SS 
DCAEagles001" -- began on Friday (Feb. 19) its long journey offshore in the Gulf of Mexico, and 
hopefully into the Gulf Stream heading toward Europe or the North African Coast. 
     Being a wind- and current-driven "drifter," it may end up in Texas, Mexico, South America or 
anywhere the winds of fortune may take it, but in any case it was cast off beginning its extended 
18-month journey. 
     With help from the United States Coast Guard Station Yankeetown personnel, Commanded 
by BMC Rob Whitmore, and the Yankeetown Coast Guard Auxiliary, Commanded by Leslie 
Moore, it was anchors away Friday at about 10 a.m. 
     Constructed by Tracy Jenner's eighth grade science class, with major help from Stephen 
Jenner, the unmanned four-foot long sailing vessel has onboard Global Positioning System 
(GPS) detectors and a radio transmitter that transmits its location on the earth's surface twice a 
day at about 10 a.m. and 10 p.m. 
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Construction and launch teams, Dunnellon Christian Academy students and 
teachers, United States Coast Guard officers, USCG Auxiliary meet in Yankeetown. 
 
     The program conducted by the company named "Educational Passages" helps schools obtain 
and construct the small vessels and obtain permission and usage of National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) satellites and websites. 
     Once the vessel is under way and transmitting, the radio signals are picked up by a NOAA 
satellite and placed on one of its websites. This is where students can read, record and plot the 
location of their vessel. 
     There were four vessels launched and operating so far this year, three in the Atlantic and the 
"SS DCAEagles001" in the Gulf of Mexico. Although there have been more than 40 boats in the 
past few years, this is the first and currently the only mini-boat operating in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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Fc Leslie Moore stands with the mini-boat to be used as an educational tool. 
 
     This project is an outstanding way for the students to learn about the planet Earth and the 
natural engines that drive changes in Earth's weather and climates. 
     The little vessel carries letters from the students and a Bible to anyone finding the boat as 
well as instructions and contact information in several languages placed on the deck in 
waterproof covers.  
     Once major construction had been completed and the GPS and transmitter had been 
installed, it was time for the students to learn how to read and understand basic marine 
navigation. Chief Whitmore sent Petty Officer Kyle Tappan and FC Leslie Moore sent two 
Auxiliary personnel, Dr. Larry Berman and Operations Officer Mark Moore to conduct classes 
on how to locate the boats position as given by the NOAA website on nautical charts in their 
classroom. 
     This gives the students the opportunity to follow and locate the boat using its daily GPS 
transmissions. The students were part of an “About Boating Safely” class, which was provided to 
a large part of the DCA middle school students last month by the United States Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. 
     As a result, these students already were ahead of the game in navigation studies. 
     Students in hands-on programs like this have shown a much greater understanding of natural 
sciences and are encouraged by Principal Kristy Nelson to participate to the full extent of their 
capabilities. 
     The "SS DCAEagles001" was dropped off about 30 miles offshore. 
     It began its first under way transmission as it was just leaving the dock at the Levy County 
Boat Ramp at the end of Levy County Road 40 in Yankeetown. From the drop point to the 
second transmission point the little boat traveled, pushed by the wind, 9 Nautical Miles in about 
10 hours. 
     As the "SS DCAEagles001" was being carried to the drop point, the students were given a tour 
of the Coast Guard station in Yankeetown. 
     One of the top scoring students communicated by radio to the Coast Guard boat carrying the 
"SS DCAEagles001" – getting its required report on location and operations. 
     Dunnellon Christian Academy hopes to participate next fall in an exchange program with 
several European schools as well as schools all along the Atlantic seaboard where students will 
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attempt to locate, recover and re-launch their boats, and those other students will in return 
recover and re-launch the boats from Dunnellon Christian Academy. 
     Anyone who has an interest and would like more information or would like to help with 
projects like this is asked to contact Tracy Jenner at Dunnellon Christian School or Leslie Moore 
at Yankeetown's Coast Guard Auxiliary. 
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Students having ‘comms’ with the United States Coast Guard vessel at the 30-mile 
drop point. 


