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Cedar Key Woman's Club celebrates its 30th 
Annual Spaghetti Dinner 

 

 
Some of the scores of diners enjoy the spaghetti dinner on Saturday evening (Feb. 
20) while helping to fund the Cedar Key Woman's Club in its efforts to serve the 
community. 
 
Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 21, 2016 @ 11:17 a.m. 
Updated Feb. 23, 2016 @ 9:17 a.m. 
     CEDAR KEY -- Every seat was filled Saturday night (Feb. 20) when the Cedar Key Woman’s 
Club celebrated its 30th Annual Spaghetti Dinner at the Cedar Key Community Center.  The 25 
to 30 members who prepared meals for up to 250 guests know how to conduct the perfect 
spaghetti dinner fundraiser. 
     There may be a "first this" and "then that" formula to the ladies' perfect dine-in or take out 
dinner of wonderful homemade spaghetti, however it probably is just the big dose of community 
spirit and love for people that puts this event up beyond the highest notch for excellence. 
 
Cedar Key Woman’s Club President Susan Rosenthal is seen near one of the three 

large spaghetti sauce cookers. 
She began her part of the duties 
in the early morning hours 
Saturday and then continued 
her split-shift volunteer services 
of the day at the community 
center. 
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Marie Evans (left), a past 
president of the Cedar Key 
Woman’s Club, joins Jane 
Moore, immediate past 
president of the Cedar Key 
Woman’s Club, in the 
ticket-selling duties at the 
front door. 
 

     Certainly the salads, Italian 
bread, an extraordinary 
selection of homemade desserts 
and iced tea or coffee are key 
ingredients, which added to the 
spaghetti sauce and pasta to 
please the patrons' palates. 

     The ambiance was divine for the in-house diners as well. Authentic Italian-themed music, like 
Volare and Santa Lucia, played gently in the background. Some part of the CKWC membership 
decorated each of the 13 tables, where each table could seat 10 individuals. 
     The CKWC assured each tabletop was adorned by artifacts of a festive motif, which was 
reflexive of Italy. They thoughtfully placed everything from tablecloths to wine bottles with 
melted candle wax to add to the décor of the Community Center to make it into a “bistro” for the 
night. 
     As one may anticipate, from the food perspective, the spaghetti sauce is perhaps the most 
vital element in a spaghetti dinner. 
     Cedar Key Woman’s Club President Susan Rosenthal heralded her fourth consecutive year as 
the chef of the sauce for this part of the meal. Joining President Rosenthal on spaghetti sauce 
duties were Judy Treharne and Joan Selby. 
     The club made 36 pounds of spaghetti, President Rosenthal said. 
 

 
Some of the CKWC Salad 
Squad's servers -- Karen 
Decker, Donna 
Thalacker and Kathy 
Freidenfelds -- stand 
ready to make this aspect 
of diners’ evening a 
wonderful experience. 
~ 
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Part of the CKWC Dynamic Dessert Detail places the delectable choices on tables. 

 
 
Eileen Senecal (left) and 
Chris Black hold empty 
paper plates and 
Styrofoam containers as 
they are caught in 
action assisting dine-in 
and take-out patrons. 
~ 
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Dressed in their 
matching outfits, 
as if they were 
gondolier 
operators, are 
Terri Brennan 
(left) and Paula 
Wescott. They 
served coffee, tea 
(including 
raspberry tea) 
and water.  
 

     Speaking of spaghetti, the six Cedar Key Woman’s Club members who created this perfectly 
cooked pasta part of the meal were Joan Selby (yes, she was on the sauce squad as well as being 
part of the pasta patrol), Chris Black, Katherine Dunlap, Donna Bushnell, Janet Ramsey and 
Gini Barss. 
     The salad crew created perfectly tossed salads with traditional ingredients. Even the freshly 
baked bread was also freshly buttered by a set of club volunteers. 
     There must have been many CKWC donors to create the impressively vast array of homemade 
desserts. 
     Angel food cake, brownies, carrot cake, cheesecake with cherries, and German chocolate cake 
are just a very few of the many, many different desserts. Two long tables were filled from end-to-
end with the several assorted desserts. 

     And from the front door as a patron entered to the front 
door as a patron departed, every person was made to feel 
at home by the friendly CKWC members. 
     Dressing with matching striped blouses as if they were 
gondolier operators were Terri Brennan and Paula 
Wescott. They served coffee, tea (including raspberry tea) 
and water. 
     And with about 30 members participating, there are 
those many other unnamed individuals who gallantly put 
forth the effort and yet remain in the hallowed halls of 
anonymity. 
     There really is a point beyond the food and ambiance 
for this spaghetti dinner. There is the camaraderie among 
the members that extends to their hundreds of guests as 
well. And table partners who may have started the evening 
as strangers left the dinner as newfound friends, or at least 
as fundraising acquaintances. 
     Surely the buffet-style meal service might cause some 
old soldiers to harken back to chow halls, but while this 
style of delivery becomes mechanical for some troops, the 
grace and style shown by the female servers on Saturday 
evening makes any machinery concept disappear. 
     Each guest enjoyed that certain je ne sais quoi from 
each hostess to make the whole evening a spectacular 
event. 
~ 
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     There is another Cedar Key Woman’s Club happening on Feb. 25 (Thursday) from 3:30 to 5 
p.m. That is when the Cedar Key Woman's Club is proud to host Doggies In The Park - A Dog 
Parade in the Cedar Key City Park. Everyone is invited to come meet two wonderful Canine 
Companions and their owners. Owners can bring their favorite pooches in costume or just as 
himself or herself, and take part in the parade. 
     There will be prizes in unusual categories. The Cedar Key Woman's Club will have a 
photographer there to take dogs' picture for a small fee. Registration will take place at 3:30 p.m. 
-- in the park.  People and doggie treats will be served, and it is all free. 
     This event is being planned to raise awareness for the Canine Companions for Wounded 
Veterans Initiative, a cause for which the General Federation of Women’s Clubs in Florida is 
raising funds. Funds are used to train Canine Companions which are given to Wounded 
Veterans at no charge. 
     Donations will be welcome at the Doggies in the Park event. In 2015, a total of $1,500 was 
raised by the CKWC for this cause. For more information about the Doggies In The Park, please 
call 352-543-6659. 
     The next big fundraiser for the Cedar Key Woman’s Club is the relatively famous Annual 
Fashion Show and Luncheon -- on March 16 at the Cedar Key Community Center. Tickets for the 
Annual Fashion Show and Luncheon cost $15 and are available from any Cedar Key Woman's 
Club member or from the Cedar Key Chamber Of Commerce at its Welcome Center on Second 
Street in downtown Cedar Key. 
     The Cedar Key Woman’s Club was formed in 1960, and members volunteer at various 
community events, with proceeds from fundraising that helps to support Cedar Key at places 
like the Cedar Key School, the Cedar Key Public Library, the Food Pantry, Another Way, and the 
Cedar Key Volunteer Fire Department. This club is also active in Support for Troops, and in 
raising funds for Fisher House. 
~ 
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This representative example of a dinner shows everything including the salad, 
spaghetti, bread, dessert (in this case two cherry cheesecake) and raspberry tea. 
(There was more salad. The photographer forgot to take the picture before starting 
to dine.)  

 
 


