
HardisonInk.com 
 

Fanning Springs city attorney resigns after 28 
years of service 
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     FANNING SPRINGS -- Among a number of stark moments during the Tuesday night (Feb. 
10) meeting of the Fanning Springs City Council, the man who has served as city attorney for 28 
years resigned spontaneously. 

     City Attorney Conrad C. 
Bishop Jr. of Perry remained 
through the conclusion of the 
almost three-hour meeting 
Tuesday night, however he made 
his announcement as soon as City 
Councilwoman Jane Nogaki made 
a motion, seconded by City 
Councilwoman Barbara Locke 
and unanimously adopted, to 
send out requests for proposal for 
candidates seeking to be the town 
attorney or to serve as the 
independent contractual auditor. 
     In additions to Nogaki and 
Locke, the other people voting in 
favor of sending the two sets of 
requests for proposals for city 
attorney and city auditor were 
City Councilman Ron Queen, City 
Councilman Tommy Darus and 
City Council Chairman Paul 

Chase. 
     The auditor has a three-year contract, which expires after this year. Bishop had an open-
ended service contract with the city. 
     "I've been the city attorney since 1988," Bishop said. "Y'all will be receiving my resignation in 
the mail tomorrow. I've been coming down here (from Taylor County) since then. The trip is 
long. The fees that I've made are not much. And I've enjoyed being the attorney for Fanning 
Springs for all these many years. But it's determined that it is not enjoyable any longer. And I 
am going to resign." 
     Bishop has served as a government attorney for other entities as well for several decades. 
     Bishop told the City Council that he does not enjoy being in between a mayor and a City 
Council that are at opposing ends with each other. 
     Later in the meeting, the outgoing city attorney addressed the City Council in regard to 
Locke's request to change the meeting day and time to be on the second Thursday starting at 6 
p.m. 
     Locke said this will give City Clerk Sheila Watson more time to provide City Council with 
information it seeks monthly, and it will allow people who work during the weekdays to have 
more time to get from work to the meeting, if they want to attend. 
     Bishop confirmed that Locke was correct about the charter not designating a particular day 
and time for the monthly meetings. 
     City Clerk Watson, who has been the clerk since 2003 and has worked for the city for 21 
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years, proclaimed that the meeting day and time would require a charter amendment by the 
voters. 
     The attorney read from the existing charter, which showed the meetings are monthly as the 
council may prescribe by rule, as Locke had said when she requested changing the day and time. 
Bishop added that he believes there may be a relevant ordinance on this potential changing of 
the monthly meeting day and time. 
     An ordinance can be amended by the City Council. A charter amendment requires 
a referendum issue to be decided by registered voters in the city. 
     This City Council has previously asked for more definition on its ability to decide if Watson 
should continue as the city clerk or if it is the mayor’s prerogative as to the clerk’s continuing 
employment. The charter is unclear. The City Council has not scheduled workshops to create an 
amended City Charter, which the people would vote upon to amend or to keep as an unclear 
foundation for city government. 
     Bishop recommended conducting research on the question of whether the City Council can 
change the day and time of its required monthly meetings. Locke requested that it be placed on 
the next meeting agenda. Chairman Chase agreed to have it placed on the agenda for the next 
meeting. 
     Before the end of the meeting, former Mayor Cheryl Nekola and former Mayor Carol 
McQueen said they enjoyed working with Bishop. McQueen said that during her 17 years as 
mayor, she found the attorney's service to be of value to the city. Several other individuals also 
expressed their appreciation for the service of the soon-to-be former Fanning Springs city 
attorney. 


