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Awards presented at annual Dixie Chamber of 
Commerce Banquet 

 

 
Vondla Sullivan (left) presents Carol West (center) with a certificate of 
appreciation from Haven Hospice. As Chamber President Debbie DeWeese speaks 
about the many other positive things that West does in the community that go 
unseen. This was among the presentations near the start of the evening. 
 
Story, Photos and Video By Jeff M. Hardison © Feb. 10, 2016 @ 7:37 p.m. 
     CROSS CITY – Progress in Dixie County during 2015 was among the themes shared with 
listeners during the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce Awards and Installation Banquet held 
Monday night (Feb. 8) at Dana's Restaurant, located between Old Town and Cross City. 
     The evening was filled with the warmth of friendly people working to improve the business 
community. A wonderful buffet was provided. 
     Dixie County Chamber President Debbie DeWeese made everyone comfortable as she 
welcomed the crowd and introduced dignitaries and special guests. 
    Among the people who were introduced by President DeWeese were Dixie County Sheriff 
Dewey Hatcher Sr., Dixie County Clerk of the Court Dana Johnson and Dixie County Property 
Appraiser Robert A. Lee. 
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     Several people spoke and 
presented awards. 
     Jeff Carey of Circular Logic 
Systems Inc. said the 12 
different videos that have been 
created to promote tourism to 
Dixie County have been used at 
trade shows. 
~ 
Jeff Carey (left) co-owner of 
Circular Logic Systems Inc. 
holds a Special Recognition 
Award presented to him by 
Mike McCaskill of Dixie 
County High School for 
Carey’s videography to help 
promote artificial reefs and 
tourism in Dixie County. 
~ 
     Chamber Secretary Vondla 

Sullivan spoke about the monthly luncheons at the Dixie County Library, which were very 
fruitful. These meetings are the second Thursday at noon. 
      There was a speaker who shared information about breast cancer, Sullivan said. 
     Haven Hospice, which is Sullivan’s employer, had a presentation about this worthy 
organization. Haven Hospice also conducted its annual fundraiser in Dixie County this year at 
the Putnam Lodge Hotel & Spa, Sullivan said. 
     “We are so grateful to the Chamber,” Sullivan said on behalf of Haven Hospice, “to bring our 
fundraiser here this past October. “It was one of the best we have ever had. They were very 
gracious. They were very good hosts.”    
     Another great luncheon program helped the business leaders hear about the high school. The 
Teacher of the Year from Dixie County High School came to discuss the new programs at the 
school this year, she said. 
     Among the other programs, was a one about Camp Anderson; and Cross City Correctional 
Institution. There have been programs about economic development in Dixie County. 
     The Dixie County Chamber supports youth in the community, Sullivan said. The Chamber is 
among the organizations was among the livestock purchasers at the Suwannee River Fair, where 
it spent $500. 
     The Beautification Subcommittee went throughout the county to tie pink ribbons, as well as 
flags and signs to recognize breast cancer awareness, she said. 
     The Chamber participated in the Tri-County Relay for Life event in the war against cancer. 
The Chamber linked with the Suwannee Valley Rotary Club of Chiefland this year to provide 
refreshments for bicyclists who participated in the Tour d’ Melon ride, Sullivan said, 
     The Dixie County Chamber of Commerce joined the Dixie County Tourist Development 
Council to participate in a kayak and canoe paddling festival in Inglis, Sullivan said. 
     The Chamber was also very active at the Cross City Municipal Airport Fly-In this past year, 
and on April 23, there promises to be an air show there as well as a large contingent of Dixie 
County businesses showing what is available in this county. 
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The Lifetime Service Award 
went to Heddie Bell 
Johnson (left), who has 
been actively serving the 
people in communities in 
Dixie County her entire life, 
and currently serves as vice 
mayor of Cross City. 
 
 
     The Chamber has helped 
Students Working Against 
Tobacco, as well as the Dixie 
County Anti-Drug Coalition, 
Sullivan said. 
     At the end of 2015, she 
continued, there were 79 
members of the Dixie County 
Chamber of Commerce, and the 
hope is to have even more 
members in 2016. 
OTHER AWARDS 
     Tom Galloway, one of the 
members of the Dixie County 

Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, served as the emcee to open the awards ceremony. 
     He shared many facts that show human population growth and sharing of data is increasing. 
After his opening, presenters followed one another to make presentations. 
 
Arthur Bellot presents the 2015 O.K. Jones Award to Matt Pearson, executive 
director of the Suwannee River Economic Council Inc. The SREC provides services 

to the elderly low-income, 
Bellot said. Administrative 
offices of the SREC are in 
Live Oak and it serves 12 
counties. It helps people with 
transportation, the SHIP 
Program, meal sites, 
weatherization programs for 
houses and other social 
programs.  O.K. Jones was 
always on top of his game, 
and on top of the world. Back 
when Jones passed the duties 
of Dixie County Emergency 
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Management to Bellot many years ago Hurricane Elena had just hit. Elena was an 
unpredictable and damaging tropical cyclone that affected the eastern and central 
portions of the United States Gulf Coast in late August and early September of 1985 
-- including during Labor Day weekend. It entered the Gulf of Mexico and 
continued to strengthen. Initially projected to strike the central Gulf Coast, the 
hurricane unexpectedly veered toward the east on Aug. 30, 1985, and then stalled 
just 50 miles west of Cedar Key. It remained nearly stationary for about 48 hours, 
causing damage all along the eastern Gulf with high winds and waves. It was 
during this hurricane when Bellot and Jones learned a lot about emergency 
management. Eventually, the American Red Cross arrived and this provided great 
relief. O.K. Jones was dedicated to making Dixie County a better place, Bellot said, 
and that is why this award is named in his honor. Bellot said it is his prayer that 
everyone joins hands to work together to make Dixie County a better place, as 
everyone wants it to be. 
 
Carol West (left) presents the 2015 Raymond E. Warren Award to Dixie County 

Chamber President Debbie 
DeWeese, who served as 
president for the previous 
three years. This award is 
named in honor of the late 
Mr. Warren. It is given to a 
Chamber member who has 
gone ‘above and beyond’ to 
show the best attributes of 
an active Chamber 
member. Warren owned 
the Suwannee Gables 
Motel, but came to Dixie 
County as a result of his 
knowledge of timber-
related equipment. ‘Buy 
Dixie First’ is among the 
phrases often heard from 
DeWeese, West said. 
~ 
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Dr. Linda Stoddard (right), a veterinarian who plans to retire soon, presented a 
Business Longevity Award to Marilyn Futch of Futch & Sons Inc. 
~ 

 
Arthur Bellot (right) presents a Business Longevity Award to Andy Lee of Andy’s 
Pumps and Well Drilling, which has served customers since 1992. 
~ 
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Dana Johnson (right) presents a Business Longevity Award to David Cannon of 
Cross City Veneer Co. Inc., which employs 52 people and runs three, eight-hour 
shifts. It started in the 1960s. 
~ 
Connie Odom returns to Former Dixie County President Debbie DeWeese the $64 she won in 
the 50-50 drawing at the annual Dixie County Chamber of Commerce meeting. 
~ 
 

Dixie County Chamber President Debbie 
DeWeese, who has served as the leader for three 
years, holds a gavel as she starts the meeting on 
Monday night (Feb. 8) in Dana’s Restaurant. 


