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Chiefland firefighter honored for heroic action 
 

 
Chiefland volunteer firefighter Kevin Davis (left) and Ben Torricelli of Restoration 
Specialists smile immediately after the presentation of the award. 
 
Story, Photos and Video By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 5, 2016 @ 4:27 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND – By risking his life while attempting to save the life of a fire victim, a member 
of the Chiefland Fire Rescue Department earned the 2015 Firefighter of the Year Award. 
     CFR volunteer firefighter Kevin M. Davis accepted the plaque from Ben Torricelli of 
Restoration Specialists on Monday evening (Jan. 4), just before also offering a catered barbecue 
dinner to about 50 people as part of the celebration. 
     Torricelli, whose son Ben is a firefighter in The Villages, said Restoration Specialists works 
with many fire departments as they repair property. Restoration Specialists has six offices that 
cover 23 counties. The offices are in Brooksville, Gainesville, Lake City, Lecanto, Leesburg and 
Ocala. 
     Renae Davis said she is proud of her husband and supports him in everything he does. They 
have three children together and he has two from another marriage. She and their children, her 
mother, father and grandfather were among the people in the gathering. 
     Kevin Davis’ parents live in Niceville, and were unable to attend. 
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Fire Chief James Harris speaks (right)  about the volunteer firefighter who is 
continuing in public service as he works for the Levy County Sheriff’s Office as well 
as volunteers with Chiefland Fire Rescue Department. 
 
     Chiefland Vice Mayor Betty Walker, Chiefland City Commissioner Teresa Barron, Levy 
County Sheriff Robert “Bobby” McCallum Jr., Undersheriff W.O. “Brett” Beauchamp III and 
other dignitaries were among the attendees. 
     Vice Mayor Walker, who is the liaison between the Fire Department and the City 
Commission, said she is proud of the action taken by the man. 

 
Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum is seen 
in the foreground and Susan Harris, the wife 
of Chief James Harris, is in the background. 
The sheriff employs Kevin Davis as a 
dispatcher and has started him as a part-
time deputy. Fire Chief Harris said Davis is 
helping the law enforcement officers learn 
about the fire department. 
 
     The Chiefland firefighters are good, Walker said, 
as she added that she is excited about the 
department. She said the CFR is on target. 
     Kevin Davis served eight years in the United 
States Marine Corps and four years in the United 
States Army. He has been a dispatcher for the Levy 
County Sheriff’s Office as well as being a reserve 
deputy. He is in training as a field deputy, and has 

started as a part-time deputy. 
     The award resulted for Davis after he and other firefighters from CFR and Levy County 
Department of Public Safety, and Chiefland Police responded to Manatee Springs Motel at 2226 
N. Young Blvd. to a report of a structure fire earlier this year. 
     Davis arrived on scene at 10:52 p.m. and was told by Chiefland Police officers that there was a 
victim in the room. The motel room was full of smoke. Firefighter Davis observed the victim 
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from the doorway through the smoke laying on his back in the bed with his arms up moaning. 
     Davis immediately entered the room and carried him out to safety. Other CFR and LCDPS 
arrived on scene as he was exiting the building with the victim. 
     The 65-year-old man was treated and stabilized on scene by LCDPS and CFR Paramedics. He 
suffered second and third degree burns to 70 percent of his body and had burns involving his 
upper airway. He later died in the hospital. 
     It appears the fire was caused by the victim smoking in bed while being self-treated with 
prescribed medical oxygen. The fire was quickly contained to the bed, floor and oxygen machine 
by other CFR members. The smoke damage was held to the room and contents. An occupant 
from another room attempted to control the fire with a portable fire extinguisher but was 
unsuccessful. Damage was estimated at $5,000. 
     Asked Monday night, before the award ceremony, about the incident, Davis said he saw the 
man in the building. He heard the man. 
     “I saw I could make it in and out,” Davis said. “So I grabbed him.” 
     Fire Chief James Harris said the volunteer firefighter took the initiative on his own. 
     The chief, like Torricelli, noted this response was a team effort. The team that night was the 
CFR, the LCSO, the Levy County Department of Public Safety and the Chiefland Police 
Department, Chief Harris said. 
     “That’s what we’re here for,” Harris said, “is to save people’s lives and property. And to do it 
safely and do it the best way we can.” 
     The chief said Davis is a very service-oriented person and he is honored to have him as a 
volunteer firefighter. Harris said he wishes the CFR had more men like Davis. 
     As Chief Harris introduced Torricelli, the chief thank him for making this event happen. 
     Torricelli said Restoration Specialists believes in teamwork. This award, he said, is like a Most 
Valuable Player plaque for a member of National Football League team. 
     This is just a “Thank you” to the team at CFR, as well as families and guests, Torricelli said. 
This is for firefighters who give day-in and day-out to help others. 
     “From us to you,” Torricelli said, “thank you for what you do on a day-to-day basis.” 
      With that, Torricelli noted this event was to eat and celebrate. Sheriff McCallum said the 
prayer to bless the food, and the serving of food began. Fellowship followed as the honored 
recipient and many guests enjoyed the catered barbecue meal. 


