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Drone flights at Eddy Thompson Field prove 
successful 

 

 
In this photograph, the HardisonInk.com news Jeep is seen at the bottom left. 
Above the Jeep is a white-colored drone and to the right is another drone. 
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     TRENTON – A series of drone flights a week ago Saturday in the afternoon (Jan. 23) 
provided an opportunity for fun and advancement in practice. 
     And while these flights were not manned aircraft, it did put to use a field named in honor of 
an aviator. 
     Mike Searles of North Carolina and Trenton used a DJI Inspire 1 drone and a DJI Phantom 3 
drone to show publisher and drone pilot Jeff Hardison that even a relatively strong breeze can 
be overcome with the drones that are a bit more costly than Hardison’s flying machine. 
 

     Searles reminded Hardison 
that these unmanned aircraft 
systems (UAS) that they were 
flying that day are really 
quadcopters and that the term 
“drone” holds a bad connotation 
for some people. 
     The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) has 
declared that UAS pilots become 
certified. For people like Searles, 
who flew before the December 
law went into effect, has some 
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more time before buying his certification from the FAA.     Under this new FAA rule, any owner 
of a small UAS who has previously operated an unmanned aircraft exclusively as a model 
aircraft prior to Dec. 21, 2015, must register no later than Feb. 19. Owners of any other UAS 
purchased for use as a model aircraft after Dec. 21, 2015 must register before the first flight 
outdoors, the FAA has noted in press releases before. 
     Hardison’s lighter and less expensive AV Drone, named The Dragonfly (FAA # 
FA3K9LAFPL), did not fare well in the breeze as Searles’ two DJI brand of quadcopters. 
Hardison returned Sunday afternoon but the wind still presented a challenge. Leading to the 
front camera part of the machine filming the ground a lot because of the need to fly it into the 
wind, facing toward the ground. 

 
     For the first time in his flying 
history, Searles was able to put 
two drones in the air in relatively 
close proximity that Saturday 
(Jan. 23). 
 
Mike Searles prepares to 
launch one of his 
quadcopters. 
 
     Dwight Junkin, owner of 
Mosquito Helicopters, allowed the 
men to fly over Eddy Thompson 
Field because there was no other 
activity there at the time. 
     In regard to the site of people 
building Mosquito Helicopters in 
Trenton, Junkin said he plans to 
release a larger drone (about the 
size of a small car) to the public in 
the future. So far, it has only been 
sold to governments. 
     The Agri-Striker drone will be 
able to spray crops, like manned 
helicopters do today. 
     Another type of helicopter 
Junkin sees for future release to 
the public from Mosquito 

Helicopters will be the two-seater. Currently Mosquito Helicopters can carry one pilot at a time. 
     Meanwhile the small quadcopters provided a lot of fun to Searles and Hardison on that 
Saturday. Searles showed Hardison the capabilities of the bigger drones, including the ability to 
fly at a farther distance from the control and the ability to transmit a live video feed back to an 
iPad. Hardison’s The Dragonfly flies and videotapes, and then the disk is downloaded from that 
UAS into a computer to view the video or still shots. 
     Searles and Hardison were flying at Eddy Thompson Field as one of the best places to avoid 
issues with people. Hardison enjoyed it there, too, because this was a place named in honor of a 
particular pilot. 
     Back in 2011, there was the Fourth Annual Mosquito Factory Fly-in which included 
memorializing the field. 
     Eddy Thompson Field was named to honor a fallen pilot. 
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     The 10-acre field is on the south side of Gilchrist County Road 319. 
     During the ceremony on Dec. 28, 2011, Mark Thompson spoke on behalf of his mother 
Margaret Thompson, and his brother and sister, Neil Thompson and Jill Lightner, all of 
Rockledge. Mark conducted the ceremony to honor his father Edgar “Eddy” Thompson, who 
died July 4, 2010 when Eddy’s Mosquito helicopter crashed. 
     Mark Thompson, in 2011, was a rescue helicopter pilot who lived in Austin, Texas, at the time 
of the memorial service. His birthday is on the Fourth of July (1968), and it was on Mark’s 42nd 
birthday that his 66-year-old father Eddy died about a half-mile from Dunn Airpark in 
Titusville. 
     Eddy Thompson had been an engineer for Lockheed Martin for 30 years before retiring. Eddy 
was also known for playing the saxophone at Lou’s Blues in Indialantic. He spent six months 
building this experimental helicopter in his garage. 
     Back in 2011, during the memorial service at the field where Searles and Hardison flew 
drones in 2016, the memorial ceremony on the field was fitting. It included some tradition of 
manned helicopter flights. 
     “Every good flight ends with the motor shut down and the rotor blades spinning down,” Mark 
said. “And in honor of Jim Starbucks, and my dad Eddy Thompson, and Bruce Schulman, the 
three people who have perished in Mosquito crashes, we’ll observe a moment of silence – until 
the blades completely stop spinning. This will be the shutdown they never got.” 
     Starbucks died in 2007. Schulman and Thompson died in 2010. 
     There were more than 30 pilots, mechanics, friends and loved ones gathered for the 
ceremony in Trenton in 2011. Mark Thompson said he was thankful for all of the people who 
were part of his father’s life and that they meant a lot to his father. 
     Every time a new pilot took his first flight, Eddy Thompson found the same joy as when he 
first launched in a Mosquito, Mark Thompson said. The magic of owning an aircraft and the 
initial time of taking off is “an amazing feeling, and it is a feeling my dad dreamed about his 
entire life.” 
     Searles and Hardison enjoyed their experience from flying drones a couple of weekends ago 
at Eddy Thompson Field, and they are appreciative of Junkin allowing the use of his property for 
that fun flying. 

 
This is a picture of the Agri-Striker drone that will be able to spray fields like 
manned helicopters do today. 


