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Hospital deal fails again 

 
The Chiefland City Commission members Monday night are (from left) Teresa Barron, Mayor 

Teal Pomeroy, Betty Walker and Chris Jones. City Commissioner Rollin Hudson was absent. 
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     CHIEFLAND -- For at least 10 years now failure has been the single answer for a proposed hospital in 

Chiefland. 
     During the Monday night (Jan. 25) meeting, the Chiefland City Commission learned that the would-be 

hospital builders – NeuHealth and CBC Real Estate group – not only missed the Nov. 20, 2015 deadline to 

prove it had financial backing for the hospital, but it apparently is not going to make the extended deadline of 

Jan. 27. 

     Chiefland City Manager Mary Ellzey said the city’s award of a Community Development Block Grant for 

Economic Development for the infrastructure related to the hospital – including the much-desired road that 

would have run parallel to the west of U.S. Highway 19 from State Road 320 west to the proposed hospital site, 

just to the west of Walmart – required the developer to provide its financing to the Agency for Health Care 

Administration. 

     While the developers have indicated that they plan to continue to work on the project, in their response to 

Chiefland’s Laurie Copeland, they were not specific. She let the developers know they would need to approach 

the City Commission again if they wanted to apply for grant funding again. 

     In the meantime, the City Commission on Monday night voted 4-0 to send a bill to the developers for the 

$8,000 the city spent on environmental studies to obtain the CDBG ED grant. 

     Vice Mayor Betty Walker indicated she was very upset by this repeat performance that shows no results. She 

said she wished someone with real money would show up to build the hospital. Mayor Teal Pomeroy quipped 

that this is in contrast with the fake money like Police Chief Robert Douglas was talking about earlier when he 

said business interests have been discovering counterfeit $10s, $20s, $50s and $100s. 

     As for the fake money, the chief said people should feel the paper and they should use the pens that indicate 

the money is fake. The Chiefland Police Department has been unable to catch any counterfeiters. Douglas said 

he sends two officers once a year with bags of money to be burned by the United States Secret Service. 

      As for the would-be hospital, the next grant cycle for CDBG funds starts Jan. 27. 

     After one of the weekly newspaper reporters at the meeting asked the City Commission if the hospital deal 

was dead, Walker said it is “dead as a doornail.” 


