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Dixie County Chamber of Commerce starts 2016 monthly 
meetings with excellent turnout Members urged to 
RSVP for the Feb. 8 annual meeting 
 
Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © Jan. 14, 2016 @ 2:27 p.m. 
Updated Jan. 19, 2016 @ 2:07 p.m. 
     CROSS CITY – The Dixie County Chamber of Commerce’s regular monthly meeting on 
Thursday (Jan. 14) showed this Chamber is starting 2016 with power and plans for progress. 
     More than 30 people converged on the conference room that is part of the Dixie County 
Public Library, between the Subway restaurant and the library on the west side of U.S. Highway 
19. Within the hour set aside for this meeting, members and guests learned that the state of the 

Chamber is healthy and growing. 
 
Dixie County Chamber of Commerce 
President Debbie DeWeese stands near 
some of the art on the walls of the Dixie 
County Public Library’s large conference 
meeting room. 
 
     On the technological front, Dixie County 
Chamber of Commerce President Debbie DeWeese 
mentioned that the Chamber is seeking someone to 
take the place of the late Bill Kilborn (April 27, 
1937-Oct. 16, 2015). Kilborn created the Dixie 
County Chamber of Commerce website, and he 
served as its administrator. 
     DeWeese said the fee for the Internet server was 
paid in 2015 and the space on the server where the 
website resides now is paid up through 2016. The 
Chamber is seeking a person or company to take 
over what the late Kilborn did. 
     HardisonInk.com owner Jeff M. Hardison said 
Nature Coast Web Design and Marketing is 
the company he uses now. 
     Other Chamber members mentioned they know 

individuals who create websites. 
     One of the Chamber members again stepped up to the plate to provide lunch for the other 
members and guests at the monthly meeting. 
     Ruth Ann Lovelace of the Patio Salon (and who also sells items at Point of View Antiques and 
Gifts in Fanning Springs) provided the lunch for the January meeting. She provided salad, 
homemade lasagna (which was hot because there is an oven in the conference room of the 

http://www.naturecoastdesign.net/
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library), garlic bread, cake and drinks. 
     In addition to the delicious lunch by Lovelace, there was an engaging guest speaker who 
sought volunteers for the Third Judicial Circuit Guardian ad Litem Program. 
     The Dixie County Chamber continues building its membership of business interests and 
individuals. 
     Terry Dembo of the Membership Committee gave a brief statement about this progress, 
reminding members that he is not the chairman of this committee. President DeWeese said 
Dembo brings up a good point. Chamber members are urged to join committees to help the 
Chamber serve the business interests. 
     Mike McCaskill of the Economic Development Committee gave a concise and powerful 
report, especially in regard to the April 23 Cross City Airport Expo, Airshow and Fly-in. 
     Last year’s expo and fly-in brought about 1,500 people. This was the first of what promises to 

be an annual event. In the 2016 
version, which is to include an 
airshow, McCaskill is forecasting 
between 3,000 and 4,000 visitors 
on that day. 
 
 Ruth Ann Lovelace cuts the 
delicious cake she provided 
for the lunch on Thursday 
(Jan. 14) in Cross City. 
 
     Last year, there was no fee. 
This year, the Chamber is looking 
at $15 for non-profit vendors and 
$25 for vendors that are selling 
items. The Chamber of 
Commerce is the lead agency for 
organizing the Cross City Airport 
and Chamber Expo this year. 
     There was some conversation 
about the airport having more 
activities, perhaps even on a 
monthly basis. In that regard, a 
group of female pilots is 
anticipated to be coming to the 
airport in March, and there was 
mention that they plan to stay at 
The Putnam Lodge. 

     Before the Chamber’s Expo in April, the Chamber is planning other activities. One of these is 
to have a float in the Martin Luther King Day Parade this Monday (Jan. 18). 
     On Jan. 30, during the Reef Dedication program at the Dixie County Courthouse, which is 
noted to start at 11 a.m., the Chamber plans to have a presence there as well. 
RSVP! 
     One reminder that Arthur Bellot and other Chamber leaders urged members to remember is 
to RSVP for the Feb. 8 annual meeting set to be at 6 p.m. in Dana’s Restaurant, 19750 S.E. U.S. 
Highway 19 – on the west side of the highway, south of Cross City. 
     The meal costs $15 and the fee is paid at the door. Members are asked to please RSVP – 
reserve a seat for themselves and guests – by Feb. 1. To reserve seats, please call 498-5572 or 
send an email to dixiechamber@usa.net. 
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     This meeting will include the presentation of some awards, the installation of the annual 
officers as well as a pleasant meal with a bunch of friendly businesspeople. 
     Bellot said the reason he is reminding people to RSVP is because if the Chamber pays the 
caterer for 125 people and only 50 show up, then that is an expense of money that was not 
needed. 
     That money which would go to benefit a catering business helps that interest, but it would be 
an inefficient uses of the resource, which could have gone into a scholarship or for some other 
purpose by the Chamber.     
     The next regular monthly meeting for the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce is on Feb. 11 at 
noon in the Conference Room of the Dixie County Public Library in Cross City. 
     Rep. Keith Perry is the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce member who is providing lunch 
for that meeting. Skylar Swanson of Rep. Perry’s office (R-Gainesville, Dist. 21) was in 
attendance for the January meeting, and she volunteered for the responsibility of providing 
lunch for the members and guest who are going to be at the Feb. 11 meeting. 


