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People celebrate during Martin Luther King Day 
in Bronson and Cross City 

 
Kathrine Manuel (fifth from left, front row) smiles as she stands with some of the 
very fist visitors to the event in Bronson. 

 
Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison  
© Jan. 18, 2016 @ 11:07 p.m. 
     LEVY AND DIXIE COUNTIES -- People 
celebrated the life of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. on Monday (Jan. 18) in Bronson and Cross City. 
     There were similar celebrations all across the 
nation as well. 
BRONSON 
     The festivities began at 9 a.m. in Bronson as 
Rodney Thomas of New Beginnings Entertainment 
opened the morning with music. Thomas set up his 
equipment in the gazebo across the street from the 
Florida Department of Health, Levy County unit, on 
Martin Luther King Street (Main Street) in Bronson. 
 
Rodney Thomas starts the morning with music 
as people feel the joy and love on Martin 
Luther King Street in Bronson on Monday. 
 
     Katherine Manuel led the community effort in 
Bronson, which included live music, dancing, a 
keynote speaker, and fun and fellowship. Assisting her 
in the mission of the day were Bronson Town 



HardisonInk.com 
Councilwoman Katie Parks, Patricia Carter, Geraldine Johnson, Eula Patterson, Jerry Mongo 
and Lillian McClendon. 
     Many other volunteers, including some young people, also assisted in the day set aside to 
observe the late Dr. King. 
     Some of the same people who celebrated on Monday in Bronson had shared the joy in 
Bronson on Saturday, including Levy County Assistant Superintendent of Schools Jeff Edison, 
his wife Teri Edison, and Bronson Mayor Bruce Greenlee. 
     Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones and Carole Weins, customer relations staff 
member, manned a booth to register Levy County voters and to serve voters in any other way 
they could. All of the first participants of the morning were in breezy weather that was 43 
degrees Fahrenheit. 
     The town of Bronson provided free bottled drinking water for anyone who wanted. There 
were also free door prizes given out throughout the event. 
 
CROSS CITY 
     CROSS CITY -- A parade to celebrate the life of Dr. King led into a stationary program in 
Cross City on Monday (Jan. 18), the federal holiday to commemorate the birthday of a man who 
was among the leaders in the 1950s and ‘60s who sought equality and civil rights. 
     The late Felica Carter and Teva Tyson started this annual celebration in Dixie County more 
than 30 years ago, but this was the 11th Annual Martin Luther King Day Parade in Cross City. 
     Angela Carter organized the parade again this year, and she is the coordinator who has 
carried it forward each year. 
     Willmonteen Smith, 79, a retired Dixie County educator who taught children for 35 years, 
graduated from Prince B. Oliver Sr. High School in the Class of 1958, with the late Robert Lee 
Campbell. They were the first black students to graduate from that high school. 
     She was among the people at the celebration again this year. 
     Heddie B. Johnson served as the emcee for the event as she spoke from atop the Dixie County 
Courthouse steps, where Bob Leichner of Dixie Music Center heralded his 10th year as being the 
sound man for this annual event. Dotti Leichner, the other co-owner of Dixie Music Center of 
Old Town, was at the event again, even helping her husband a bit by bringing backup equipment 
and more. 
     Bob Leichner chose an amazing assortment of music. 

     Among the opening prerecorded music was 
Mavis Staples’ album “We’ll Never Turn Back.” 
This CD had a number of songs played from it. 
This album includes many songs from the 
1960s civil rights era, including “We Shall Not 
Be Moved,” “Never Turn Back,” and “This Little 
Light Of Mine.” 
 
Dixie County Judge Jennifer Ellison 
drives an ATV in the parade in Cross 
City. 
 
     There was fish and various barbecue entrees 
available for people to eat, which is another 
benefit for people attending this yearly 
celebration. 
     Among the many significant parts of the 
afternoon in Cross City was the parade, which 
led into the gathering in and around the 
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parking lot across from the county courthouse. 
     Sirens helped motorists know there was something going on as the parade went through 
town. The Dixie County Sheriff’s Office’s volunteers – Citizens On Patrol – kept traffic clear 
from in front of the courthouse as well as along the parade route. 
     The parade started at Dixie County High School and ended at the courthouse, and so the 
DCSO COPs had their hands full. 
     There were not many clouds in the sky as a cool and gentle breeze kept everyone comfortable, 
with a temperature near 55 degrees Fahrenheit by noon in downtown Cross City. 
     The parade opened with cruisers from the DCSO and the Cross City Police Department. A 
Dixie County ambulance and fire truck were near the lead to represent those aspects of first 
responders from Dixie County Emergency Services. 
     The Dixie County Board of County Commissioners rode in the parade in a pickup truck. Like 
most of the units in the parade, the County Commission members threw candy to children along 
the route. There were also beads and flying, plastic disks thrown to onlookers. 
     Dixie County Judge Jennifer Ellison drove an All-Terrain Vehicle. Another celebrity in the 

parade was Smokey Bear of the Florida 
Forest Service, and he rode on top of a 
forestry truck. 
     One of the very pretty floats in the parade 
this year was created by the volunteers from 
the Dixie County Chamber of Commerce. 
     Cross City Rehabilitation and Health Care 
Center also had an impressive float in the 
parade. 
     A number of churches and other 
organizations created floats. 
 
Smokey Bear waves to bystanders 
along the parade route in Cross City. 
 
     Dancers from Triumph the Church and 
Kingdom of God in Christ walked in the 
parade and they had shirts that said “In 
loving memory of Princess.” This church was 
constituted in 1933, with services until 1934 
in a frame house at the Putnam Lumber Mill 

quarters, and then in homes until an unpainted, rectangular, meeting-house type, frame 
building was erected and dedicated 1935, according to the State Archives of Florida. 
     Among the Chiefland parade participants were members of the St. Phillips Lodge 897 Free 
and Accepted Masons of Chiefland. Carnegie Funeral Services had a couple of attractive hearses 
in the procession.   
     Dixie County Supervisor of Elections Starlet Cannon had a table set up to let Dixie County 
residents register to vote, or to tend to any vote-oriented business they needed to complete. 
     In a democratic society, voters choose the people they want to represent them. Over time, 
government leaders chose to honor Dr. King’s birthday. 
     Willmonteen Smith said that while this is the 11th Annual MLK Day Celebration in Cross City, 
the celebration started long ago in the neighborhoods of Dixie County. 
     King was an advocate of non-violent protest and became the youngest man to be awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. He was assassinated in 1968. 
     In 1968, a campaign was started for his birthday to become a holiday to honor him. It was 
endorsed in 1976. 
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     However, it took more time. Following support from the musician Stevie Wonder with his 
single "Happy Birthday" and a petition with six million signatures, the bill became law in 1983. 
     Martin Luther King Day was first observed in 1986, although it was not observed in all states 
until the year 2000. In 1990, the Wyoming legislature designated Martin Luther King 
Jr/Wyoming Equality Day as a legal holiday. 

 
Carole Weiss (left) and Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones stand 
ready to help voters with registration, address changes or other matterss. 

 
Bob Leichner of Dixie Music Center looks at the cover of one of the CDs he played 
on Monday in Cross City. 
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Dotti Leichner of Dixie Music Center smiles after checking one of the 
microphones before the event started on the Dixie County Courthouse steps. 
 

 
 
Dixie County Supervisor 
of Elections Starlet 
Cannon prepares to help 
people with their voting 
needs. 
~ 
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Candy flies over the roof of 
the pickup truck carrying the 
Dixie County Board of County 
Commissioners as it is 
thrown to waiting children. 
~ 
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Cross City Rehabilitation and Health Center has a float with many participants. 
 

 
 
 

The Dixie County 
Chamber of 
Commerce's float 
reminds onlookers 
about this strong 
business organization. 
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Heddie B. Johnson announces the start of the program is going to happen soon. 
Meanwhile, the crowd enjoys music, food and fellowship. It wa another year where 
a good time was had by all.  
 
     As for Dixie County, it was in 1984, Smith said, when some Dixie County residents began 
celebrating it. That was two years before the national holiday wa first observed. 
     The superintendent of schools of Dixie County then thought those students were skipping 
school, Smith said. That was not the case. They were celebrating the life of Dr. King, and in time 
the rest of the nation joined them. 
     Smith mentioned that she plans to attend next year’s event, when she will be an octogenarian. 


