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     LEVY COUNTY -- I have been in prayer for a long time seeking God’s will for my 
professional life. Through this process I truly believe that He has led me to seek the office of 
Superintendent of Schools. 
     One of my favorite Bible verses is Ephesians 4:29. It states, “Do not let any unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” This verse exemplifies what I believe great leaders 
do: they build up people. Too often in today’s culture, people want to make themselves look 
good by cutting down those around them. The philosophy that I follow is to build up those who 
are around you.      What looks better, a lone tree or a mighty forest? If a leader builds correctly, 
they should be part of the forest. The attention is not on the individual but on the team and the 
achievement of the team. This is a philosophy that I have used in my career as a teacher, coach, 
assistant principal, principal, director and assistant superintendent of both instruction and 
administration. 
     The Office of Superintendent of Schools carries with it a tremendous responsibility. This 
person is the instructional leader of the district, and also is entrusted with the safety of our 
students and personnel. When I reflect back on my career, I can see how I have been prepared 
for this responsibility. 
     The first qualification that I bring to this office is proven character. I know first and foremost 
that the leader sets the standard. I have been in various educational roles in Levy County for 25 
years and 30 years total. I am also a deacon at First Baptist Church of Chiefland and a member 
of the Rotary Club of Chiefland. I have worked with many children and parents over this time. I 
strive to treat each person that I meet with respect and dignity. 
     I bring to the Office of Superintendent proven leadership. Because of my experience, I 
understand the significance and responsibility that the Office of Superintendent carries. I also 
understand that the superintendent’s decisions and beliefs have a great effect on the climate and 
culture of our schools. 
     I am a leader with proven excellence. We send our children to school to receive an excellent 
education. This is our primary purpose. We have grown tremendously in the rigor and diversity 
of course offerings in our secondary schools, and have been recognized for this through the 
school grading system and separate entities like U.S. News & World Report. While we did make 
gains this year in our elementary schools, we still need to continue striving for higher levels of 
success. During my term as principal we were an “A” school. I have learned that excellence 
cannot be pushed from the top down. Excellence comes from building within the school. As a 
school-based administrator, one belief we shared was “to reach each we must teach all.” All 
means all. All means our gifted students and our struggling students. 
     Excellence occurs through effective team building, and believing that each and every child can 
learn. 
     A significant part of building up our students comes through the many clubs, organizations 
and athletic opportunities that we offer. These opportunities allow our students to grow, 
compete and develop leadership skills that will enable them to excel in and outside the 
classroom. That is why I passionately support these programs and our community schools. 
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     I am also invested in our schools and county. I was raised in Romeo, Florida. Many of you 
know my family. I am one of seven children. My father had to quit school in 8th grade to support 
his family. He was a farmer and worked for the state road department. My mother was a lunch 
room manager and drove a school bus. My parents valued education. It is through this instilled 
value, I have achieved the position I am in today. I have a daughter that graduated from 
Chiefland two years ago, and my son is currently in 11th grade at Chiefland High. I also have 
family members with children in our schools. 
     If you have been around me much, you know that my favorite quote is “People don’t care 
what you know until they know that you care.” The Office of Superintendent is not something I 
am motivated to seek out of personal gain or ego. I seek this office because I care, and have a 
deep and personal concern for our students and employees. 
     I was once told that the superintendent’s job is like being the captain of a ship. It takes a lot of 
effort to change direction. Therefore, you better make sure of your heading and to not move the 
rudder too suddenly or you might throw good people overboard. I can’t take credit or blame for 
all of the places that we have sailed. But I assure you, I am my own captain, and I will sail a 
course consistent with my vision values, and beliefs. I believe that I am uniquely qualified for 
this position based on my achievements, experience, and my motivation. I promise that no one 
will work harder for your children than I will. I ask for your support and vote in this election. 
     If you have and questions or would like to talk to me personally, please do not hesitate to call 
or email. My email is ElectEdison@gmail.com. My phone numbers are 352-493-1026 (home) or 
352-493-3066 (cell). 
     I look forward to building a bright future with you. 
Sincerely, 
Jeff Edison 


