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Dixie Music Center 

hosts wonderful 

Christmas music event 

 
Dotti Leichner welcomes everyone to the concert at Dixie Music Center. 
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     OLD TOWN -- Dotti and Bob Leichner hosted another wonderful Christmas music event on 

Sunday afternoon (Dec. 6) next to their store - Dixie Music Center. 
 

     They have made the business of beauty, peace, love, human kindness and the musical arts 

part of the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist 

counties for 24 years now and the Old Town location is 

where Santa is said to shop for many of his gifts. And as 

small business owners, they are among the many 

Americans who are part of the lifeblood of their local 

economy. 

     Beyond the music, there was Santa as he helped the 

Toys For Tots. Joining in the total production, too, were 

members of the Dixie County Historical Society serving 

food as a fundraiser. The Dixie County Sheriff's Office's 

Citizens On Patrol sold bottled water. 

 

   Santa Claus is joined by the elf Lilianna 

Howard of Ocala (Marion County). 

 

     The free concert started at 2 p.m. on the grounds of 

Dixie Music Center, at 26626 S.E. U.S. Highway 19 in 

Old Town. Attendees were asked to bring a contribution 
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of a toy or cash to help the Toys For Tots of the Tri-County Area. 

     This year's concert showed what appeared to be a record-breaking turnout in the audience. 

The weather was just right, although some bit of breeziness challenged the artists to find 

methods to hold sheet music still. 

     Dixie Music Center’s music teachers Robbie Blake and Bruce Miller performed as well as 

brought some of their students onstage. Blake reminded the audience of the importance of 

young people learning how to perform music. 

     One of those students -- Emma Lee Hooper -- performed The Well-Tempered Clavier, which 

was composed for solo keyboard by Johann Sebastian Bach. In the German of Bach's time, 

clavier (keyboard) was a generic name indicating a variety of keyboard instruments, most 

typically a harpsichord or clavichord – but not excluding an organ either. Bach's Well-Tempered 

Clavier is now often performed on piano or harpsichord. 

     Dotti Leichner sang a French Christmas carol named Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella. 

     Dotti South and the Slackers, which includes Dotti South on bass, Bob Leichner on drums, 

Bruce Miller on guitar and Ted “Sir Tedly” Patrick on keyboard, performed several songs. 

     Operating the sound equipment was Jimmy Norris of Ole Skool Band, and he was assisted by 

others on occasion. And that band performed as well. 

     There were several other excellent bands and individual singers, including Kerry Gordon. 

     A friend of the Leichners came from Nashville to celebrate at the event. Ralph Martin 

performed Merry Christmas, Baby. This song is a rhythm and blues Christmas standard written 

by Lou Baxter and Johnny Moore and originally recorded in 1947 by Johnny Moore's Three 

Blazers, featuring singer/pianist Charles Brown. 

     The event included Krista Campbell performing. She often sings and plays guitar at The 

Putnam Lodge in Cross City. 

     As always, the event was family-friendly and very Christmas-oriented. 

     Dixie Music opened in October of 1991, and while the little Christmas get-together of musical 

performers was not the huge annual celebration of the store, it was the perfect relaxing and fun 

event to carry into the Christmastime spirit. 

     People came from far and near – not just Nashville. The audience had onlookers from Levy, 

Dixie and Gilchrist counties and at least one person from Sarasota County. 

     Vince Arcadi, who with his wife Pat, and their daughter Lilianna Howard of Ocala (Marion 

County), were helping the Toys For Tots action again this year. 

     Bryan Chrisp has taken over the leadership for the program in Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist 

counties. Vince and Pat Arcadi  had been leading Toys For Tots in the Tri-County Area for 17 

years until a few years ago, when they needed to step back from the frontline of action, due to 

his health. 

     The concert at Dixie Music Center is among the events that has helped the Toys For Tots 

program this year and in years past. 
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Dotti South, center stage, performs with The Slackers. 

 

     Excellent Christmas music resounded throughout the neighborhood as people enjoyed the 

free, live concert in Old Town on Sunday. 

     Santa sat for pictures with children and adults. For a mere $5, which went to help Toys For 

Tots, children or adults went home with a print of the photo that day. 

     Many people brought chairs to sit under the oak trees and listen to the live performances. 

     Families with young musicians may want to take advantage of the added Monday hours and 

the Christmas sales at Dixie Music Center. Click HERE for a link to an ad in that regard. 

http://www.hardisonink.com/hardison-ink-calendar.php#dixiemusic

