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Chiefland holds Christmas Festival 

 
 

Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 12, 2015 @ 10:07 

     CHIEFLAND -- A daylong bunch of fun, food, vehicles and more carried into the evening in 

Chiefland as the Chamber of Commerce again hosted a Christmas Festival and Christmas 

Parade on Saturday (Dec. 11). 

 
President of the Friends of the Luther Callaway Library Ann Brown sits behind a 

table waiting for patrons to buy books. This group of Friends has cleared many old 

books that were previously being stored in the big, white octagon building near the 

Fire Station. 
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This annual book sale is part of the new traditions in Chiefland around Christmas. 

 

     The groundwork for this particular day and night of fun started about a year ago and even 

then it was carried forward by tradition. 

     Chamber volunteers brought it all together under the direction of Chiefland Chamber of 

Commerce Executive Director Kate Figueroa. 

 

 
This Ford GT owned by Richard Lasseter was among the many beautiful vehicles at 

the Tri-County Cruisers car show. 
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The back part of this 1961 Plymouth Valiant owned by Thomas Johns reflects the 

morning sun. 

~ 
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This 1961 Pontiac Bonneville convertible is owned by Tom Hinote. 
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This 1972 Plymouth Duster is owned by Richard Lamb of Dixie County. It was 

parked in The Gathering Table parking lot, but he did not participate in the contest 

and show. 

 

     Ryan Watson of Central Florida Electric Cooperative, Tom Andresen, owner of Sew What! 

Custom Embroidery, and others were among the Chamber volunteers in Trailhead Park 

Saturday morning. 

     The Chamber also had volunteers helping with a 5K Reindeer Run in the morning, the parade 

in the evening and to assure everything went well during the visits with Santa Claus and Mrs. 

Claus. 

     Performers in Chiefland sang and played instruments. 

Ken Reinhardt, 42, of Chiefland 

eats breakfast at The Gathering 

Table, including a delicious 

pancake, which helped Haven 

Hospice on Saturday morning. 
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    There were a number of non-profit organizations 

with many different worthwhile causes. Sandwiched 

among them were booths full of arts, crafts, woodwork 

and enough food vendors to assure that every person 

who fancies food and drink would have a good time. 

 

     There were "rides" for children to enjoy. Among 

those activities were a climbing wall, a bounce house 

and things that seemed like human slingshots. 

     The Office of the Eighth Judicial Circuit Guardian 

Ad Litem had a table to help anyone interested in 

volunteering to assist the effort to stand up for 

children who have become caught up in the court 

system as innocent bystanders. One of the people 

manning that table was Michael Whiting, a volunteer 

supervisor II. Whiting, a Vietnam veteran, said there is 

a "dire need" for volunteers in Levy and Dixie counties. 

Anyone interested in helping children is invited to call 

352-493-6050. There are age restrictions and there is a 

criminal background check required for acceptance as 

a volunteer. 

     The Boy Scouts of America's Troop 514 of Chiefland 

had a booth, and interested visitors could learn how to 

join a local troop and more. 

     The Friends of the Luther Callaway Public Library, 

which is the Levy County Public Library in Chiefland, 

were selling books. They were not in Trailhead Park, 

but were next to the big white octagon building next to 

the Chiefland Fire Station. This has become an annual 

tradition for the friends. 

     They had a half dozen or so volunteers who set up 

tables, subdivided the books into categories and placed 

the books on the tables. They did a lot of manual labor 
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to offer the public a chance 

to help the local library. 

     Friends President Ann 

Brown and Secretary-

Treasurer Grace Andersen 

were among the volunteers. 

Librarian Sue Ann 

Burkhardt, who always 

volunteers to help the 

Friends, was also there. 

Burkhardt is among the 

county’s librarians who help 

people find books, audio-

books, DVDs, VHSs and to 

guide them toward the 

computer terminals or help 

the people connect with the 

Internet on their own 

devices while at the library. 

     Traditional attractions 

were on par for this course, 

but there were also new 

offerings in beautiful 

downtown Chiefland. 

     At The Gather Table Restaurant, there were two things happening. One was a pancake sale 

fundraiser for Haven Hospice and the other was a car show by the Tri-County Cruisers to help 

Haven Hospice. 

     The big parade from the high school down to the park was as excellent as ever too. And Santa 

Claus came at the end of the parade to visit with children in the park Saturday evening. 

     There were other things happening in Levy County on Saturday as well. 

     Levy County Commissioner, a leader local squadron of the Sons of AmVets, conducted 

another Wreaths Across America ceremony in Bronson. 

     And while Chiefland had its Christmas parade, there was also an Inglis Christmas Parade. 

     And after sunset, there was the Cedar Key Boat Parade, complete with the arrival of Santa 

Clam in the park. 

 

 

Eddie Jean William dishes out a bowl of Brunswick Stew as she and Doris Jones 

represent the South Chiefland Development Corp. These two ladies worked in 

harmony as they offered what has become a traditional choice food offered at the 

annual festival. 
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Representing Boy Scout Troop 514 at the festival are (from left) Committee 

Member Joan Hathcox, Jr. Assistant Scoutmaster Patrick Hathcox Jr. (a recent 

Eagle Scout), Scoutmaster Patrick Hathcox Jr. and Blain Greenwood, 15, a Star 

scout. The ranks of Boy Scouts are Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life 

and Eagle. 

~ 
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Michael Whiting, a volunteer supervisor II in the Eighth Judicial Circuit Guardian 

Ad Litem Program, awaits volunteers for the office that serves children involved 

with the justice system. They serve the abused and neglected children as 

representatives for them in court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharon Hardison models with an 

ornament that was sold by the 

Suwannee Valley Players. This 

handmade ornament, which sold for 

$2, helped pay for part of a door. 

~ 

 

Rebecca Rome, 25, a server at The 

Gathering Table Restaurant in 
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Chiefland shows her Christmas cheer by wearing a reindeer shirt that had blinking 

lights on it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the many different crafts that were available at the festival in Chiefland. 

~ 
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