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CF breaks ground on 
Jack Wilkinson Levy Campus 

 
This rendition of what the final view will look like was provided by CF. 
 
Story, Photos and Video By Jeff M. Hardison © Dec. 10, 2015 @ 2:07 a.m. 
     CHIEFLAND — At least five sets of people used ceremonial gold-colored shovels 
Wednesday morning (Dec. 9) as the College of Central Florida celebrated a groundbreaking for 
the CF Jack Wilkinson Levy Campus. 
     Construction had already started, and there have been welding classes in the first part of this 
campus for two years now, but this ceremonial event heralded the big kick off from CF receiving 
$6.3 million in state funding, and more than $3.5 million in private donations toward the 
project over a period of years. 
     This expansion of the CF footprint in Levy County significantly increases the educational 
opportunities for Levy County. The site is being prepared for a standalone building, which could 
be open for classes as early as fall 2017. 
     Dr. Jim Henningsen, CF president, served as the emcee for the event. 
 

Matthew Stephens, 17, 
of Dunnellon and Court 
Culver, 18, of Ocala are 
among the nine CF 
Student Ambassadors. 
They assisted at the 
event in Levy County 
on Wednesday. 
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Ceremonial shovels and hardhats are at the ready. 
~ 

 
Kitchen Manager - Chef Steve Driscoll of The Gathering Table Restaurant stands 
near some of the food that was available for guests. The Gathering Table provides 
catering for any size event.  
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     “This is a great day for 
College of Central Florida and 
Levy County,” President 
Henningsen said. “As we 
celebrate this milestone, we are 
one step closer to making the 
Levy Campus a reality.” 
     CF Levy Student Advisory 
Board President Nicole Tierney 
led the audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
     Joyce Brancato, who is from 
Levy County, is the chair of the 
CF District Board of Trustees. 
She shared some thoughts with 
the group. 
 
   Joyce Brancato, who is 
from Levy County, is the 
chair of the CF District 
Board of Trustees, speaks. 
CFLevy Campus Provost 
Marilyn Ladner is seen in 
the background. 
 
     She let everyone know that it 
was a great pleasure and honor 
for her to be able to welcome 
everyone to the very large 
groundbreaking event. 
     As a member of the CF 

District Board of Trustees, Brancato noted that she focuses on serving the larger educational 
needs of the entire service area, which for CF is Levy, Citrus and Marion counties. 
     As part of the representation from Levy County, Brancato said she is especially excited about 
providing the new CF campus for Levy County. She has served on this board since 2011, and has 
had the opportunity to see the community and the Florida Legislative Delegation for this part of 
the state come together in support of building the campus for CF in Levy County. 
     On behalf of the entire CF District Board of Trustees, Chairwoman Brancato said she speaks 
for the entire Board “As we stand committed to seeing this groundbreaking ceremony today and 
the dedication of our new campus in the future.” 
     She thanked every person for the steadfast support of the effort to have the new campus 
built.     
     CF Levy Campus Provost Marilyn Ladner was among the keynote speakers. She said plans 
include a standalone building of more than 44,000 square feet and 292 student stations, five 
fully equipped multi-purpose classrooms, a large multi-discipline science lab, three state-of-the-
art computer labs for college credit and corporate education courses, as well as faculty offices 
and adjunct space. 
     The building will also include a comprehensive student center with enrollment services, 
counseling and advising, financial aid, testing, and computer stations, a campus bookstore, 
student lounge and student life office, and a health and wellness area, Ladner said. 
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     The people of the area will benefit from 3,000 square-feet of exhibit and conference space 
that will accommodate 180 participants in single or dual events, Ladner added. 
     The real value for these facilities, she said, is their ability to expand the opportunities for 
higher education in Levy County. 
     She said she looks forward to CF being able to offer more courses in Levy County for business 
and technology, healthcare, forestry, welding and criminal justice. 
     In closing her remarks, Ladner said these buildings will add to the ability of CF to help 
students in Levy County by providing the educational facilities required for high demand, high 
wage jobs. 
     Dr. Henningsen said it has been 10 years since the CF District Board of Trustees first 
identified the need for a Levy Campus in 2004. Currently classes are held at the CF Levy Center, 
a storefront location at 114 Rodgers Blvd. in Chiefland. Welding and Emergency Medical 
Technician programs are held in buildings that were part of the land purchase for the Levy 
Campus. 
 

 
Some of the CF Levy Campus students and graduates seen here include a welder, a 
math tutor, and a student planning to transfer to UF. 
 
     CF President Emeritus Charles Dassance and other trustees started this concept, which is 
now coming to fruition, President Henningsen said. 
     Other CF Board of Trustees present at the event included Bobby Durrance of Levy County, 
Don Taylor of Citrus County and Ron Ewers of Marion County. The many members of the CF 
Foundation who were present were recognized as well. 
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     The groundbreaking was a veritable who’s who in CF, in Levy County government and the 
Florida House of Representatives had a good showing as well. 
     Rep. Charlie Stone (R-Ocala, Dist. 22), Rep. Jimmie T. Smith (R-Inverness, Dist. 34), Rep. 
Dennis Baxley (R-Ocala, Dist. 23) and former Speaker of the House Larry Cretul were among 
the legislators present. 
     Every member of the Levy County Board of County Commissioners was present – John 
Meeks, Rock Meeks, Mike Joyner, Danny Stephens and Lilly Rooks. Superintendent of School 
Bob Hastings, School Board members Paige Brookins and Christ Cowart, Sheriff Bobby 
McCallum and Property Appraiser Oz Barker were at the event. 
     Hastings was a member of the CF Board of Trustees back when the campus was decided to be 
built in Levy County, President Henningsen said. 
     Chiefland Mayor Teal Pomeroy and Fanning Springs Mayor Trip Lancaster were present as 
were other elected and appointed officials. 
     Henningsen recognized staffs from the architectural firm, civil engineers, mechanical 
engineers, electrical engineers, land design and the contractors who are building structures on 
the site. 
     Dr. Robert Mount and Doug King were among the many Chiefland area business leaders at 
the groundbreaking. 
     Among the many private donors recognized were Loy Ann Mann, a former trustee who, with 
her husband Jack, donated 40.4 acres and a warehouse (now used for welding classes) and an 
office complex (those donations were from 2006 to 2010); Jack Wilkinson, a teacher who 
donated $2.5 million in 2009; and other donors, including Luther Drummond, Ron and Marcia 
St. John, Judy Perdue Peacock, several CF employees and others. 
     The president told the audience that the new facility will help students like one person he 
mentioned who graduated the GED program at CF, continued on to earn an associate’s degree 
and plans to transfer to the University of Florida where she will major in psychology. 
     This Fanning Springs resident had to commute to Ocala to complete her work, he said, and 
once the new campus is built, students in Levy County will not have to commute to Marion or 
Citrus counties. 
     Dr. Henningsen said he, his wife and daughter sit around the dinner table and tells each other 
what they are grateful for each day. He noted being grateful for family is an easy thing for them 
to say daily, but they go beyond that. 
     On Wednesday evening, Henningsen said he plans to share with his family that he is grateful 
for the entire community that has come together to support CF in its efforts to create this 
campus. 

Dr. Jim Henningsen, CF president (left) 
CF Levy Campus Provost Marilyn 
Ladner and CF Board of Director Bobby 
Durrance of Levy County are among the 
groundbreakers. 
     This college campus will be pivotal for 
economic development, he said, improving 
the quality of life in the area, and by creating 
educational opportunities for students to 
continue into the workforce where they will 
have great jobs and careers. 
     The potential exists for this campus to be 
complete and open for business in the fall of 
2017, Henningsen said. 
     There were five sets of people, who broke 
ground. 
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Some of the CF Board of Directors, the college president and campus provost 
break ground. 
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School Board Member Chris Cowart, State Rep. Charlie Stone and Levy County 
Commission Chairman John Meeks are among the groundbreakers. 
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(from left) Levy County Sheriff Bobby McCallum, School Board Member Paige 
Brookins, Levy County Commissioner Mike Joyner and Levy County 
Superintendent of Schools Robert Hastings are groundbreakers. 
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