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BMHS Career Day succeeds 

 
Artist Sean Mullins shows students how to paint. The professional artist and art 

teacher was among the volunteers who shared insight with students in regard to 

possible careers. Assisting the artist is his wife Beth Mullins. 

 

Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 6, 2015 @ 9:47 p.m. 

     BRONSON -- Bronson Middle High School's annual Career Day event was a success again 

this year as people from all sorts of jobs came to share insight with the students on Friday (Nov. 

6). 

     City, county and state government workers, members of the military, private business owners 

and representatives of colleges were all in the BMHS Gymnasium. There was even a locally 

renowned artist sharing his talent with students in the 

gym that is cooled by fans rather than air-conditioning. 

 

Florida Highway Patrol Sgt. Tracy Hisler-Pace 

stands near part of the displays the FHP 

had at the BMHS Career Day event. 

 

     With temperatures in the mid-80s in the late morning, 

the fans brought a nice manmade breeze for the students 

and their visitors. 

     Walking in from the parking lot, visitors saw Town of 

Bronson Public Works Director D. Erik Wise. He brought 

part of a pump to show students some of the equipment 

involved with wastewater and water service in the town. 

     Wise said he hopes to have students visit the town’s 

facilities during a field trip so that they can have even 

more of a hands-on experience with what is required to 
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provide these services to residents and visitors of Bronson. 

     Sean Mullins, an artist who is also an art teacher, was hard at work creating art as students 

watched. His wife Beth Mullins was close at hand assisting him by providing him with clean 

brushes when he needed. 

     Mindy Shouse, the outreach coordinator with the office of Levy County Supervisor of 

Elections Tammy Jones, helped by telling students what they needed to know to register to vote. 

Jones’ office is very proactive in doing everything it can to make sure potential voters can enjoy 

that right as much as possible. 

     Among the small business owners at the career fair was Terri Grantham Cheston, the owner 

of Chantilly Place Salon and Gift Boutique of Bronson. This quaint boutique is a must see shop 

in Bronson. 

     Hair care, skin care, eyelash extensions, teeth whitening, massages, manicures, and pedicures 

among the services available there. For more information call Chantilly Place Salon and Gift 

Boutique of Bronson at 352-486-2003. 

     Among the law enforcement personnel at the event was Florida Highway Patrol Sgt. Tracy 

Hisler-Pace. 

     “It is always a pleasure to come to this school,” she said. “The students ask such good 

questions. 

     The representative of the FHP said she is consistently impressed by how well-mannered the 

students at BMHS are. 

     The sergeant said that among the things she likes to show them is how the FHP uses 

mathematics in its study of traffic homicides. She also is glad to use this interaction as an 

opportunity to remind them to use seatbelts, and she advises them about the potentially fatal 

danger from distracted driving – such as using cell phones or texting while driving. 

 
Mindy Shouse of the Levy County Supervisor of Elections Office speaks to a 

potential future voter. 

~ 
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Terri Grantham Cheston, the owner of Chantilly Place Salon and Gift Boutique of 

Bronson stands ready to tell students about owning a business that provides 

products and services to the general public. 

~ 

 
 (from left) Melissa Gore, loan default management specialist- financial aid; Neha 

Guarente-dual enrollment; and LaKeshia Murphy-admissions and school relations 

specialist sit at the table as CF Advisor Kat Davis stands behind them. This team 

wsa ready to help Bronson students learn about the College of Central Florida. 
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Erin Powell, a graduate student who is the 

outreach coordinator for UF Entomology and 

Nematology holds a live Tailess Whip Scorpion, 

which is actually an Amblypygi. This creature is 

an order of invertebrate animals belonging to 

the class Arachnida, in the subphylum 

Chelicerata of the phylum Arthropoda. They 

form a separate order of arachnids alongside 

the spiders, scorpions and others.  

 

    Representatives from two of the many higher 

institutions of education were from the University of 

Florida and the College of Central Florida. 

     Erin Powell, a graduate student who is the outreach 

coordinator for UF Entomology and Nematology 

brought some creatures. She said the arthropod petting 

zoo is 

schedu

led to 

be in “The Swamp” tomorrow (Saturday) 

during the homecoming game against 

Vanderbilt. 

     Joining Powell on this outreach field trip 

was undergraduate student Evan Waite. 

 

Staff Sgt. Robert Cooke from the U.S. 

Army recruiting station in Gainesville  

 

     Powell and Waite both encourage students 

to attain scientific literacy. As for their visit 

during BMHS Career Day, these two UF 

students want the high school students to know 

there are careers in research. Powell’s current 

focus is the study of the ecology of spiders and 

wasps. She has a favorite area to find answers 

from the wild in the Tri-County Area of Levy, 

Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 

     The College of Central Florida sent a team of 

people to assist BMHS students who are 

interested in furthering their education. CF 

Advisor Kat Davis was joined by Melissa Gore, 

loan default management specialist- financial 
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aid; Neha Guarente-dual enrollment; and LaKeshia Murphy-admissions and school relations 

specialist. 

     Staff Sgt. Robert Cooke from the U.S. Army recruiting station in Gainesville was present, as 

were other recruiters from the United States military. 

     Firefighters and paramedics from the Levy County Department of Public Safety were in 

attendance to help students consider those types of jobs after high school. 

     Sherry Tindale, the principal's confidential secretary and bookkeeper, and Tina Wilkerson, 

guidance counselor, are the administrative leaders who helped bring the event to fruition. 

     Four SGA students -- Alyssa Strickland, Taeya Mayes, Cambria Ronaldo, Stephanie Guardiola 

brought the vendors drinks and goody bags. 


