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Hospital coming to Chiefland 

 
Members of the Chiefland City Commission who have helped bring the hospital to 
the city as much as possible are (from left) Teresa Barron, Rollin Hudson, Mayor 
Teal Pomeroy, Betty Walker and Chris Jones. 
 
Story and Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 24, 4:07 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND -- The Chiefland City Commission on Monday night (Nov. 23) learned that 
the hospital is coming to the city, after the completion of some paperwork by the developers 
with the Agency for Health Care Administration. 
     City Manager Mary Ellzey told the City Commission that she anticipates that paperwork being 
completed on Wednesday. At some point after that, a groundbreaking ceremony is anticipated 
to happen. 
     As noted in the story below, which was first published about six months ago, the new facility 
is anticipated to be functional in 2017. 
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Chiefland City Manager Mary 
Ellzey (left) and Deputy City 
Clerk Laura Cain are seen 
during the meeting on 
Monday night. 
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Chiefland hospital completion predicted in 2017 
By Jeff M. Hardison © May 12, 2015 
     CHIEFLAND – Developers of a proposed hospital in Chiefland on a 20-acre lot next to 
Walmart are predicting occupancy in 2017. 
     Long the front man for this evolving vision of a future hospital, Frank Schupp said Monday 
night that through attrition, death and retirement, Ameris Health Systems has dropped to four 
leaders at the corporate level. 
     The latest version of the hospital name is Suwannee River Hospital and Medical Office 
Building. 
     Schupp introduced other interested parties to the Chiefland City Commission and they 
provided an update. 
     The planned 28-bed hospital now shows a hoped-for construction start in the fall of this year. 
     The latest price-tag for the hospital and medical office building is $60 million. Substantial 
completion is seen possible by the end of 2016. The developers believe it will have a certificate of 
occupancy in early 2017. 
     In addition to the patient beds, there are going to be 10 emergency room beds as well. 
     When it comes to fruition, this hospital will reduce the 15,000 transfers via ambulance to 
Gainesville Hospitals in 2014 from the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
     Part of the plan for construction and completion includes offering 42 jobs to people who are 
currently low income. These will not be members of the construction crew, but will be people 
working in the medical building and in the hospital. 
     By offering this addition to employment in the Chiefland area, the hospital builders qualify 
the city for a $1.5 million economic development Community Development Block Grant. 
     Part of the new plan for development, he said, includes a medical office building on the 20-
acre campus of the hospital property after it is completed. 
     Doug King said “Thank you” to the Chiefland City Commission on behalf of Ameris Health 
Systems and thousands of people in the Tri-County Area for the city’s perseverance on this 
project. He said the hospital project really started in the 1980s, with the first Certificate Of Need 
being granted by the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration about nine years ago. 
     “We wouldn’t have this without the city’s help and your commitment to the residents here,” 
King said, “and the people in three counties.” 
     Another aspect of the hospital project unfolded at the meeting. 
     City Manager Mary Ellzey said a road that would go from the back part of the hospital 
property and to south to exit on the road near where the former fun park existed (east of Burger 
King and south of the Walmart plaza). 
     Mills Engineering performed a cost analysis. This showed the expense of the road would 
exceed the $1.5 million being provided in the economic development CDBG, Ellzey said. It 
would be more than $200,000 beyond the grant, she said, when added with the other elements 
to be covered by the grant. 
     City staff spoke with hospital developers to let the developers know the city could provide the 
exit part of the new road, but not the interior part of the road, Ellzey said. 
     The hospital group countered that offer, she said. The hospital offered to clear the roadway 
and create the base layout for it, which would save the grant about $60,000. And the hospital 
developers would pay the overage for the roadway, she added. 
     Also during that Wednesday (May 6) discussion, there was some conversation about revising 
the existing easement, Ellzey said. The lift station’s first planned point of placement must be 
revised, she said. 
     The fiscal impact would be acceptance of the overage costs of the roadway addition. That 
must be paid by the city or the hospital developers, Ellzey said. 
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     There was some discussion about the perpetual maintenance agreement that was proposed. 
The developers offered to put $250,000 in an escrow account to help guarantee that. 
     This road offers more than one way in and out of the hospital property. 
     Andrew Carswell of Mills Engineering spoke about the pipe sizes for water and sewer lines 
that are planned. There was some discussion about possibly installing a larger pipe than the 
minimal size pipe, although the grant will only cover the least size pipe. 
     Laurie Copeland, the city staff person who applied for the grant, let the city leaders know that 
this grant requires them to tell the state beforehand if the city is going to install pipes bigger 
than the minimal size needed for the project. 
     The City Commission voted to make the road part of the grant application, with the hospital 
group paying any overage beyond the grant funding for the road, and the hospital group will 
provide $250,000 in escrow or in a letter of credit. Since that time, the state has agreed to build 
the road that wil run parallel to U.S. Highway 19, behind Barbecue Bill's toward the hospital, 
which is set to be just to the east of Walmart. 

 


