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Chiefland firefighter to be honored 

 
Chiefland Fire Chief James Harris (left) shakes hands with Chiefland Fire Rescue 
volunteer firefighter Kevin Davis on Monday night (Nov. 23) as the chief 
announces the plan for a recognition ceremony in the near future. 
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     CHIEFLAND -- The Woman's Club of Chiefland historically has honored the city's police 
officers and firefighters by having a ceremony to name the Police Officer of the Year and the 
Firefighter of the Year. 
     According to a Facebook page tagged by the Chiefland Police Department, Chief Robert 
Douglas announced the officer of the year just before the homecoming parade. 
     As for the Chiefland Fire Rescue Department, a private company that restores destroyed 
property has selected its Firefighter of the Year and that is volunteer CFR Firefighter Kevin 
Davis, according to Fire Chief James Harris, who announced the honor during the Monday night 
(Nov. 23) Chiefland City Commission meeting. 
     Chief Harris mentioned that he believes Davis will be joining the Levy County Sheriff's Office 
in the near future. 
     "It is my pleasure to inform you that one of your own, Kevin Davis, has won the Firefighter of 
the Year Award, representing the Chiefland Fire Department in Levy County," Harris said as he 
read the announcement from Restoration Specialists Cay Wyatt, the coordinator of the Third 
Annual Firefighter of the Year Awards. 
     Wyatt noted his congratulations to Davis, Harris and the entire CRF crew. 
      "We had many worthy entries," Wyatt said. "Kevin's nomination was a true standout." 
     The coordinator asked the fire chief to choose a date in January for the award presentation. 
     "Generally, we hold the award ceremony at the station your firefighter represents, on any 
Monday through Friday," Wyatt said. "Quite often we begin sometime 
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 between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m., as our award ceremony is followed by a delicious catered lunch for 
your entire crew and all of your guests." 
     The award resulted for Davis after he and other firefighters from CFR and Levy County 
Department of Public Safety, and Chiefland Police responded to Manatee Springs Motel at 2226 
N. Young Blvd. to a report of a structure fire earlier this year. 
     Davis arrived on scene at 10:52 p.m. and was told by Chiefland Police officers that there was a 
victim in the room. The motel room was full of smoke. Firefighter Davis observed the victim 
from the doorway through the smoke laying on his back in the bed with his arms up moaning. 
     Davis immediately entered the room and carried him out to safety. Other CFR and LCDPS 
arrived on scene as he was exiting the building with the victim. 
     The 65-year-old man was treated and stabilized on scene by LCDPS and CFR Paramedics. He 
suffered second and third degree burns to 70 percent of his body and had burns involving his 
upper airway. He later died in the hospital. 
     It appears the fire was caused by the victim smoking in bed while being self treated with 
prescribed medical oxygen. The fire was quickly contained to the bed, floor and oxygen machine 
by other CFR members. The smoke damage was held to the room and contents. An occupant 
from another room attempted to control the fire with a portable fire extinguisher but was 
unsuccessful. Damage was estimated at $5,000. 
     Davis said after the call that he did what he was trained to do and what any other firefighter 
would have done. 


