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Tigers beat Bears 42-6 Tigers to face Cowboys in 
Madison on Nov. 27 
 

 
Captains of the Trenton High School Tigers Varsity Football Team for this game 
are from left Hamp Cheevers (#5), Brooks Martin (#2), Kade Rogers (#21) and Tre 
McLeese (#34). 
 

 
Captains of the Dixie High School Bears Varsity Football Team for this game are 
from left Kevin Currie (#53), Taylor Rayborn (#12), Billy Edmonds (#72) and 
Julian Robinson (#7). 
 
Story, Photos By Jeff M. Hardison © Nov. 22, 2015 @ 10:27 a.m. 
     TRENTON – Six touchdowns and six Points After Touchdown accounted for the 42 points 
by the Trenton High School Tigers and one touchdown lit the board for the Dixie County High 
School Bears Friday night (Nov. 20). 
     The Tigers continue on the trail toward the Florida High School Athletic Association (FHSAA) 
Class 1A State Championship. The boys from Trenton High School will face their counterparts 
who are members of the Madison County High School Cowboys Varsity Football Team in 
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Madison next Friday night (Nov. 27). Kickoff is at 7:30 p.m. 
     Even before the big story unfolds the day after Thanksgiving, the game last Friday was not 
one to have missed. And there was more than just a 42-6 football game on Friday night in 
Gilchrist County’s county seat. 
     And the tale unraveled in another part of the state that night when the Madison Cowboys beat 
the Fort White Indians 28-19 on Friday night (Nov. 20). 
     As for the action in Trenton, the deeper aspects of good sportsmanship, noisemakers, drones, 
cheerleaders, fans, players and coaches all came to the forefront, even though the main spotlight 
was simply pointing to the field. And of course there was a massive dose of high school romance, 
political maneuvering, business jostling and other activity in the midst of thousands of football 
fans, which went unnoticed. 

 
Sheriff Robert ‘Bobby’ Schultz III visits with Trenton High School graduate and 
Florida FFA President Brooks Parrish before the start of the game Friday night. 
Parrish said he was happy to be able to come home to Trenton for the 
Thanksgiving season. 
~ 

 
Lynette Langford, longtime principal of Trenton High School, takes a ticket at the 
gate. Lynette Langford is the principal of Trenton Elementary School now. Cheri 
Langford is the principal at THS now. 
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Patty Turner sells 
items at the Band 
Spirit Store. Her 
daughter Sarah Turner 
plays the tuba as a 
member of the Trenton 
High School Band. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
Gilchrist County Superintendent of 
Schools Robert Rankin (left) and Dixie 
County Superintendent of Schools Mark 
Rains were among the many school 
officials from both counties at the game. 
Before the game, Superintendent Rains 
joked that while he is ‘definitely older’ 

than Rankin, it is the Gilchrist County superintendent who ‘definitely looks older.’ 
The three school superintendents in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and 
Gilchrist counties all have a good sense of humor. Robert Hastings of Levy County 
did not have any schools in the football playoffs this year. 
~ 
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THE GAME 
     Hamp Cheevers (#5) was the first Trenton Tiger to score. His interception and run across the 
goal line with 8:50 remaining in the first quarter gave the Tigers the first bit of an edge. That 
somewhat set the tone for the rest of the night, although the Dixie County Bears never 
surrendered. 
     The first of what would become six out of six Point After Touchdown kicks by the Tigers’ 
Marcus Mannerstedt (#8) took the score to 7-0, in favor of the Tigers. Mannerstedt was 
certainly the PAT king of the night. 
     Tiger quarterback Michael Smith (#3) made the plays and passes he learned by practicing, 
practicing, practicing with his teammates. Directed by a coaching staff of Head Coach Andrew 
Thomas, and varsity assistants – Mike Sauls, Terry Parrish, Lyle Wilkerson, Toney Sullivan and 
Randy Fuller, the Tigers enjoyed strong support during the regular season and that keeps going 
through the post-season pigskin drama. 
     The junior varsity staff at THS includes Bill Deen, James Johnson, Mike Burnett and Jamie 
Mower, according to the listings in the press box. And interestingly, there is even a list of film 
staff for the Tigers, which includes Sonny Fuller, Jackson Feather and Aaron Brown. 

 
DCHS Bears present an awesome athletic effort. 
 

 
Dixie County Bears Clifford Jackson (#5) scores a touchdown. 
     As for the game, Montrez Jackson (#6) was the next to score a Tiger touchdown with 6:48 
remaining in the first quarter and the PAT kick took the score to 14-0, Tigers. 
     A couple of minutes later, a great defensive action by the Dixie County Bears -- an 
interception by Aaron Thomas (#10) of one of Smith’s passes, with 4:24 remaining in the first 
quarter -- showed great hope for the Bears to score. 
     Thomas and other Bears defenders put forth a strong effort to stop the onslaught of Tigers’ 
offense all night long. The Bears coaching staff that inspired those players to put forth their best 
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effort and to show good sportsmanship through the regular season and post-season games, 
whether they won or lost, is Head Coach Brent Wilkerson and assistants Eric Richeson, Andy 
Chesser, Casey Chesser, L.B. Cravey, Ralph Jones, Kurt Skelly, Nick Hatcher, P.J. Hope, Joseph 
Henderson, Barry Buchanan, Chad Brock and Tracy Collins. 

 
     After the Thomas interception 
and as the Bears began their next 
offensive drive, Kevin Harden 
(#3) of the Bears made a four-
yard gain on the first play after 
that interception. 
     The tide turned in favor of the 
Tigers on the next play, however, 
when the Tigers’ Brooks Martin 
(#2) recovered a Bear’s fumble on 
the 10-yard line. 
     A bit less than a minute after 
that, it was Cheevers running 
across the goal line again and 
making the score 21-0 with 3:24 
remaining in the first quarter. 
     The Bears and Tigers both did 
a relatively good job of 
demonstrating good 
sportsmanship, as the FHSAA 
urges all players to do. Penalties 
cost both teams a little bit that 
night. 
     One penalty call against the 
Tigers showed Levi Murray’s 
(#22) touchdown run was called 
back in the first quarter, and that 
first quarter ended 21-0. 
     Bears quarterback Kyle Chesser 
led the visiting team in a valiant 
effort against the Tigers that 
night, and some people who had 
watched the Tigers a lot during 

the regular season commented that the Bears showed a new approach in this game in contrast 
with the regular season game the two teams against each other. The Bears put forth the 
strongest physical defense of any team faced by the Tigers this year, some sports pundits said. 
     Dixie County Bears Clifford Jackson (#5) scored a touchdown with 10:05 remaining in the 
first half of the game, taking the score to 21-6, Tigers leading. That breath of fresh air was not 
enough to revive the Bears’ offense enough to get past an awesome defensive Tiger unit. 
     Both teams continued to put up strong and powerful defensive action until there was only 
4:49 remaining in the first half and the Tigers scored a touchdown and a PAT kick again, taking 
the score to 28-6 in the half. 
     In the second half, it was Tigers racking up another 14 points and holding the Bears to make 
no more touchdowns. 
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NOISEMAKERS 
     Although the Tigers had purchased several toy cowbells to use to make noise and show spirit 
at this particular game, a rule by the FHSAA calls for no use of whistles, airhorns or other 
noisemakers during the post-season playoffs in football. 
     The cowbells may not have been heard anyway, because both bands were very loud, as was 
the occasional music played over speakers at one end of the field. 
     Deciphering whatever was being announced from a play-by-play perspective from the press 
box was a challenge that very few of the thousands of fans could perform. Really, there were few 
words that could be heard. However, the announcement of the sale of tickets for a 50-50 
drawing was audible. 
     And with that many people, a person inclined to bet may have wanted to kick into this 
fundraising effort. 
 
 

 
 
A DRONE 
     Mike Searles, the father-in-law of Abby Searles, was making video by using a DJI Inspire 1 
drone. Searles said his daughter-in-law is putting together a video documentary of the year of 
the Trenton Tigers Football Team. 
     The little aircraft seemed to handle well and Searles presented no interference with the game 
or with people viewing it. The budget for this piece of equipment is in the $4,000 range. Searles 
said that he was watching his grandson to be certain the 6-year-old did not step on the flying 
machine while it was grounded near him. 
     The fans seemed to like to cheer as they were being filmed by it. 
     Searles mentioned he had heard the Federal Aviation Administration is becoming more active 
in considering methods to regulate people who fly drones, perhaps even forcing drone flyers to 
obtain pilot’s licenses. 
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Mike Searles flies the drone to take video as he helps his daughter-in-law make a 
video documentary. 
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CHEERLEADERS 
     Both sets of cheerleaders did well in urging their teams’ fans to cheer for the players. 
     Before the start of the game, the young ladies from Dixie and Gilchrist counties all 
demonstrated good sportsmanship, by visiting with each other. They even posed for a group 
picture together. 
 

 
(from left) Haley Anderson, a University of Florida athletic trainer who is also a 
graduate assistant, joins her colleagues athletic trainer Toby Harkins of the U.F. 
Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine Institute and Dr. Thomas Starnes as part of the 
U.F. High School Sports Medicine Outreach program. Dr. Starnes and trainers 
Harkins and Anderson have been working with the Trenton Tigers this year. The 
gentlemen and lady said they hoped for an injury-free game on Friday night. 
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FANS 
     Both sets of fans were incredible. Two hours before kickoff, there were already diminishing 
spaces to park near to the field. By the start of the game, there were many vehicles parked in 
areas where there is not supposed to be parking. 
     Both end zones had scores of people. There must have been 2,000 to 3,000 people in the 
stadium as they stood four to five people deep, completely lining both sides of the field and 
completely filling all seats in the stadium and on the visitors’ side of the field as well. 
     For people who enjoy high school football, the post-season match between Trenton and Dixie 
County proved to be an enjoyable game to watch. Trenton has shown before, as Dixie County did 
that night that it has many fans that are willing to travel to watch their team play football. 
     Therefore Madison County is bound to experience some number of visitors from the Trenton 
area on the day after Thanksgiving. 


