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Gilchrist County heralds second day of Veterans 
Day recognition 
Ruth St. John is Grand Marshal 
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     BELL – The oldest veteran in Gilchrist County - Ruth St. John, 98, served as the Grand 
Marshal of the Gilchrist County Veterans Day Parade as the big parade rolled through the Town 
of Bell on Veterans Day (Nov. 11). 
*     Ruth St. John, who was born on March 24, 1917,  joined the United States Army as a nurse in 
1941, before the start of World War II because she wanted to be ready for that eventuality, her 
daughter, Helen, shared with HardisonInk.com. 
     In March of 1942 she started a 52-day sail toward India as a member of the Army. Among her 
stations throughout India, she helped establish the first American hospital in Calcutta. 
     Among her many patients, was Lord Louis Francis Albert Victor Nicholas Mountbatten of 
Great Britain. He became the Last Viceroy of British India and Governor-General of 
Independent India. He became a patient after suffering from a severe eye injury when one of his 
eyes was stabbed with a bamboo spike. Nurse St. John would read to him. Lord Mountbatten 
was later assassinated by the Irish Republican Army on Aug. 27, 1979. 
     In August of 1944, St. John returned to the United States, where she served as a Registered 
Nurse at Valley Forge, Penn. In September of 1945, First Lieutenant Ruth St. John was 
honorably discharged from the United States Army. 
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The parade begins and the first marching unit is the BHS Army JROTC cadets. 
 
     This parade marked the second big event at Bell to honor veterans, with an astounding 
program happening the evening before on the high school’s football field. There were several 
smaller gatherings to honor vets from Nov. 10-12 in the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and 
Gilchrist counties, including at many of the area’s schools. 
 
 
 

 
     Retired Army Col. Dennis McGill, who is 
one of the two longtime teachers of Bell High 
School Army Jr. ROTC classes, was walking 
the route just before the start of the parade 
on Wednesday morning. Retired Army First 
Sgt. Jon Meinholz is the other half of that 
teaching team. 
     Col. McGill was very pleased with the 
weather, a cool and comfortable low 70s 
Fahrenheit temperature. Col. McGill was 
among the leaders who helped initiate and 
organize the events to honor veterans on Nov. 
10 and 11 in Bell. 
 
  Parade Marshal Ruth St. John 
 
     He said the children Bell Elementary 
School and Trenton Elementary School all 
seemed very excited to be participating along 
the route as they would be waving little 
American flags. 

     The entire Bell High School Army Jr. Reserve Officer Training Corps marched in the parade 
as did a combined group of musicians from Gilchrist County, comprised of the Bell High School 
and Trenton High School marching bands. Another set of very young musicians – the Bell 
Elementary School Chorus -- were dressed like Army soldiers, complete with combat helmets. 
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They sang as they marched. 
     Still another contingent from BES marched along the whole parade route as well. The BES 
Safety Patrol made a grand showing as they expressed their gratitude for veterans. They were all 
decked out with bright green safety patrol sashes and belts. 
     And so there were people from every age range involved in the parade. 
     Likewise there was an effort to recognize every American veteran. A group of people who 
sought to honor veterans from the Civil War era marched in the procession. The Sons of 
Confederate Veterans had a contingent walking the route, dressed in period attire. Some of 
those members were also riding in vehicles and on horses. 
     Many elected county government official were in the parade, and they were all in vehicles that 
were decorated patriotically, or when they were walking, were decorated with red, white and 
blue. 
 
 
     Leading the parade was Gilchrist County Sheriff Robert “Bobby” Schultz III.  Gilchrist County 

Judge Sheree Lancaster walked 
the route as she gave out candy 
to children. Her son Fanning 
Springs Mayor Trip Lancaster 
drove the golf cart with Judge 
Lancaster’s name on it. 
     Riding on a flatbed trailer 
was Gilchrist County 
Superintendent of Schools 
Robert Rankin, and School 
Board members - Christie 
McElroy, District 1; Robert 
Clemons, District 2; Michelle 
Walker-Crawford, District 3; 
and Deen Lancaster, District 5. 
 
    Gilchrist County Sheriff 
Robert “Bobby” Schultz III 
 
     Riding in a pickup truck were 
five members of the Gilchrist 

County Board of County Commissioners -- Sharon A. Langford, District 1; D. Ray Harrison Jr., 
District 2; Todd Gray, District 3; Marion Pointevint, District 4; and Kenrick Thomas, District 5. 
     Gilchrist County Property Appraiser Damon C. Leggett drove a golf cart. 
     Gilchrist County Supervisor of Elections Connie Sanchez drove a Volkswagen. 
     There were town officials as well. Bell Mayor Thomas Brown drove a vehicle in the parade. 
Walking the route was Bell City Council candidate Betsy Clark (Group 1). 
     Joanna Buckles, a Trenton Rotarian, was among the people carrying a banner from Ayers 
Health and Rehabilitation Center showing their staff cares and has cared for many veterans over 
the years. 
     Among the other private interests in the parade was Central Florida Electric Cooperative, 
with a big bucket truck carrying CFEC folks to show they are thankful for veterans. 
 
 
 



HardisonInk.com 
 
The combined bands of Trenton and Bell march and perform in the parade. 
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The Bell Elementary School Chorus 
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    Cheerleading coaches from BHS and THS carried a banner showing they cheer for veterans, as 
members of those squads of cheerleaders gave children candy along the parade route. 
     There were old vehicles – trucks and tractors; a lone horse rider; and at least 12 different 
floats just from the schools’ input into the parade. The procession was very long and 
entertaining to spectators, and it captured the theme of expressing gratitude to the men and 
women who gave of their resources to help keep America free. 
     Speaking of free, a free lunch was served for everyone at the Bell Community Center 
immediately after the conclusion of the Parade. 
     ForVets at Otter Springs Campground and Park provided a free day at Otter Springs for all 
veterans and their families, friends and fellow patriots. ForVets had at least two units in the 
parade, as did the local AARP chapter. 
     As for other events on Veterans Day, the Town of Cross City held its annual Veterans Day 
Parade and Ceremony. 
     And to wrap up the many events, the City of Chiefland held a Veterans Day Parade and 
Ceremony late Thursday afternoon (Nov. 12). 


