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People speak to state leaders; Rep. Charlie Stone 
and Sen. Charlie Dean listen 

 
State Rep. Charlie Stone (R-Ocala, Dist. 22) (left) and State Sen. Charles S. 
'Charlie' Dean Sr. (R-Inverness Dist. 5) 
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     LEVY COUNTY -- For State Rep. Charlie Stone (R-Ocala, Dist. 22), a meeting on Monday 
morning (Sept. 21) wraps up the second of his two Legislative Delegation duties. Meanwhile 
State Sen. Charles S. "Charlie" Dean Sr. (R-Inverness Dist. 5) has 10 of those meetings. 
     Stone and Dean were in the Dogan Cobb Municipal Building for 90 minutes as they listened 
to county officials and other constituents. 
     Stone represents the people of Levy County and western Marion County. 
     Dean represents the people of Baker, Citrus, Columbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Lafayette, Levy, 
Suwannee, Union and part of Marion counties. 

 
 
(from left) Rep. 
Charlie Stone, Levy 
County Supervisor of 
Elections Tammy 
Jones and Sen. 
Charlie Dean pause 
after the meeting for 
a quick photo.  
 
     As for Levy County, 
the meeting went 
relatively smoothly, 
except where one man 
mistook the senator 
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and state representative for being from the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, or the 
Cedar Key Town Council, because he seemed distraught about treatment of him by law 
enforcement officers in Cedar Key, and various other things that are not directly controlled by 
the Florida Legislature. 
     Rep. Stone said he is proud to serve the people of Levy County in the Florida House of 
Representatives. He served as the chairman for the Legislative Delegation on Monday morning. 
Stone introduced Legislative Aide Evelio Silvera of Tallahassee and Senior Executive Secretary 
Matthew McClain from the district office on the Campus of the College of Central Florida in 
Ocala. 
     Stone said the Legislative Session starts Jan. 12, 2016. This is the first time the Florida 
Legislature is starting so early, rather than in March. 
     Sen. Dean introduced Legislative Assistant Drew Aldikacti and Legislative Assistant Kyle 
Langan. Dean wraps up his service to the people as a state senator due to term limits as of the 
election of November of 2016. 
     Among the lineup of speakers were County Commission Chairman John Meeks, Sheriff 

Bobby McCallum, Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones, 
Bronson Town Councilwoman Katie Bogart, Inglis Mayor 
Drinda Merritt and Yankeetown Mayor Debra Weiss, 
Williston City Manager Scott Lippmann, School Board 
member Chris Cowart, College of Central Florida General 
Counsel and Director of Government Relations Robert W. 
Batsel Jr., and Suwannee River Water Management District 
Director of Governmental Affairs and Communications 
Steven A. Minnis 
     Here is what they shared with Stone and Dean. 
 
County Commission Chairman John Meeks 
     Meeks opened his presentation by thanking the members 
of the Florida House of Representatives and the Florida 
Senate for their work in representing the people of Levy 
County. 
     He expressed his gratitude for the men begin among the 
state leaders who chose to keep funding the Small Counties 
Road Assistance Program and Small Counties Outreach 
Program, which primarily help the county pay for roads. 
     Meeks said the funding for the solid waste programs 

have been vital to the residents and visitors of Levy County as the transfer station and landfill 
serve those needs, and he appreciates the state’s assistance there as well. 
     Although Gov. Rick Scott put a line veto on the small courthouse assistance, Meeks said he is 
thankful to Dean and Stone for their positive efforts there. 
     Stone said that although the governor cannot undo his own veto, there may be a method to 
take funding from one place to put it toward the needs of Levy County in regard to its 
courthouse. 
     One issue where Meeks spoke, and so did Markle, was Amendment One. Meeks asked the 
state leaders to help the Legislature understand the best methods to use those funds for the 
environment. 
     Meeks was not in favor of the state buying a bunch of land. Instead, Meeks sees storm water 
and wastewater projects as being good venues for using those funds. 
     As for protecting springs, Meeks said there can be a balance by using best management 
practices in agriculture to reduce nitrate levels in the aquifer. He prefers the state to be the 
regulator that sets nutrient load levels, rather than some federal agency. 
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     If there is a movement to do away with septic tanks and move toward central sewer service 
around springs and watersheds, Meeks reminded the two leaders that this is a rural county and 
those costs may be prohibitive. 
     Meeks said he would like the legislators to do what they can to replace the former Economic 
Development Zone program with something. Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern, such as 
Levy County, need some assistance to help stimulate economic growth, he said. 
     Meeks mentioned the reduction of regional planning councils, which caused Levy and Marion 
counties to be absorbed into the North Central Florida Regional Planning Council. Rep. Stone 
asked Meeks to keep him apprised of progress made with the new planning council in regard to 
its relationship with Levy County. 
     Meeks said the oyster replanting program is vital to Florida’s economic health and he 
endorses the state leaders doing what they can to help those efforts. Oyster farms also help the 
environment, he said, by the oysters helping to clean the water passing through them. 
Sheriff Bobby McCallum 

     Sheriff McCallum asked the legislators to help 
Levy County overcome the dead air space in the 
Williston area for the 800 Megahertz radio system. 
McCallum said the county needs a tower in that 
area, and the estimated cost is $1 million. 
     The sheriff said he appreciates the state 
providing temporary portable units to help with 
radio traffic during events like the Crab Fest. 
     Another matter concerning the sheriff is from an 
action by a Fifth District Court of Appeals judge 
who ruled body camera evidence and other 
surveillance evidence is not to be released to the 
press. McCallum said there is concern, especially if 
there is audio with the cameras that the officer will 
be committing a felony by taping a person’s voice 
when there may be a reasonable expectation of 
privacy. 
     McCallum said release of surveillance video to 
news groups for publication on the air or the 
Internet, or in paper print, can help law 
enforcement agencies because the people can 
provide information about suspects if they see the 
surveillance video or a still print of it. 

Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones 
     Jones said she would like the state to restrict her office from releasing information on voter 
applications. Right now, she must give out the names, addresses and birthdates of all voters if 
requested to do so, because it is public record. 
     Of course, law enforcement officers’ information is protected from such release. However, 
Jones said people are not registering to vote because she believes they fear their information 
may be used by other people for exploitive reasons or to commit fraud. 
* Bronson Town Councilwoman Katie Bogart 
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     Bogart asked for state aid to build a community center. Rep. Stone said there may be some 
state money for this, but this is not a typical state function. He thanked the Town of Bronson for 
the use of the Dogan Cobb Municipal Building. 
 

Yankeetown Mayor Debra Weiss 
(left) and Inglis Mayor Drinda 
Merritt speak to their leaders who 
represent them in Tallahassee.  
 
Inglis Mayor Drinda Merritt and 
Yankeetown Mayor Debra Weiss 
     Mayor Merritt and Mayor Weiss said 
the issues they bring for consideration 
affect both towns, and the two towns are 
working well together nowadays. 
     They are asking for the funding that 
Inglis requested last year for a feasibility 

study in regard to a wastewater treatment plant. With the proximity of the towns to the 
Withlacoochee River and the Gulf of Mexico, such a facility is seen as a better method than 
having septic tanks. 
     Added to this request is one for studying storm water treatment. The recent long spate of 
storms – from sprinkles to torrents – has brought this issue more into focus lately. 
     Yankeetown and Inglis will dedicate $25,000 each, the mayors said, for the wastewater and 
storm water feasibility studies. A wastewater plant would improve the draw for economic 
growth, the mayors noted. 
     Sen. Dean said he is waiting to have a meeting on this matter. On the House side of the issue, 
Rep. Stone’s staff said it is beneficial for the towns demonstrating their commitment to the 
project by each of them agreeing to put in $25,000. 
* Williston City Manager Scott Lippmann 
     Lippmann said the previous Economic Development Zone program was beneficial in the past. 
He said the city would like to see this revitalized or some other similar viable program like that 
started to give incentives for individuals to invest in expansion or starting a new business. 
     The rural area has difficulty competing with the more urban parts of the state, Lippmann 
said, and state-sanctioned economic incentives favor the more densely populated areas. 
     The qualified targeted incentive industries are aerospace and information technology, 
biomedical industries and similar business interests, Lippmann said.  
     Levy County is among the Rural Areas of Critical Economic Concern, he said.  
     “And yet there is very little in the incentive programs,” Lippmann said, “that are out there 
through the Department of Economic Opportunity that don’t somehow involve those qualified 
targeted industries.” 
     The city manager said he would like to see some help from the state with attracting jobs to the 
area for people who are qualified in this part of Florida. 
     Even if the skills and education of the workforce in rural Florida is not of the same level as it 
is in more urban parts of the state, “That does not mean we don’t not have a lot to offer to other 
types of industries that fit our lifestyle and play to our strengths.” 
     In Williston the infrastructure exists, but it is getting older and will need replacement for 
proper water and sewer service, he said. The city is looking to the state for help in regard to 
financing that. 
     Lippmann would like the state to help encourage high speed Internet service to the rural 
areas of Florida. That is a tool that can be used by rural Florida to compete with more developed 
areas. 
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     Rep. Stone said he is doing what he can to invite a hotel developer to Williston. 
     The representative asked the city manager about the city using what will become an 
abandoned school structure after the new Williston Middle High School construction is 
completed. 
     Lippmann said the city may move City Hall to the cafeteria there, because it is storm-ready. 
The city manager said he would much rather see those current 34 acres become used by a 
private investor to put that land on the tax rolls, rather than just letting it remain for public use 
while taking off the 77 acres from the tax rolls as the new Williston Middle High School is built. 
* School Board member Chris Cowart 
     Rep. Stone expressed his congratulations to the Levy County School Board on the 
appointment of Brad Etheridge to the School Board. 

 
School Board member Chris Cowart speaks to Rep. 
Charlie Stone and Sen. Charlie Dean. 
 
     School Board member Cowart said the Levy County 
School Board is appreciative of Sparsity funding from the 
state. Cowart explained on Tuesday morning (Sept. 22), 
that sparsity funding is for small school districts and for the 
past three years the governor and Florida Legislature have 
been able to provide those added dollars to help the Levy 
County Public School System. 
* College of Central Florida General Counsel and Director of 
Government Relations Robert W. Batsel Jr. 
     Attorney Batsel said the college is thankful for the 
Florida Legislature and the governor helping to fund the 
Jack Wilkinson Levy Center of CF. 

     The college is hoping the state will see fit to award $8.2 million more to complete this 
campus, Batsel said. 
* Suwannee River Water Management District Director of Governmental Affairs 
and Communications Steven A. Minnis 
     Minnis thanked Dean and Stone for their work to protect springs. In the last three years, 
Minnis said, thanks to the work of Dean, Stone and others, they SRWMD has partnered with 
local communities to put $56 million into projects to help the district in regard to water. 
     Those projects are estimated to reduce the use of 52 million gallons of water a day, Minnis 
added. And those projects reduce the nutrient load to the aquifer and springs by 2.1 million 
pounds per year, Minnis said. 


