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Teen champion reader is rewarded 

 
(from left) County Commissioner Lilly Rooks holds the plaque awarded to Rae-
Ann Garcia, as Garcia holds a certificate, two gift cards, and an iPad Mini, and 
Russell Wells holds the plaque Garcia earned for being the 2015 PAL Teen Summer 
Reading Contest winner. 
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      LEVY COUNTY -- The teenager who read the most books of anyone in the Luther Callaway 
Public Library this summer scored big, because of her other wins. 
      Rae-Ann Garcia, a 13-year-old Chiefland Middle School student, won a $50 gift card from 
Wal-Mart for reading 60 books this summer and being the reader who finished the most books 
as a competitor in the Luther Callaway Public Library part of the Putnam-Alachua-Levy Library 
(PAL) Cooperative, according to Levy County Public Library Director Lisa Brasher. 
      Other winners of $50 gift cards from reading books from their libraries in Levy County were 
Bella Vastola - Cedar Key Public Library; Yellidy Arizmendi - Williston Public Library; Hannah 
Roof - A.F. Knotts Public Library (Yankeetown); and Adrianna Decius - Bronson Public Library. 
      Garcia also received a $100 Walmart gift certificate, Brasher said, for having read the most 
books of any teen in the contest in Levy County. 
      For being the teenager who read the most books from out of all of the PAL contestants, 
Garcia took home an iPad Mini, which Brasher valued at $250. This brought Garcia's total win 
to $400 in cash and prizes. 
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(from left) Alex Pendlebury, 14, Rae-Ann Garcia’s brother; Rae-Ann Garcia; and 
Mary Hurd, Rae-Ann’s mother, pose with the prizes. (Not pictured is Rae-Ann’s 
father Tracey Hurd). 
 
      Garcia also received two plaques for being the best read teen during the summer of 2015 in 
Levy County and for being the champion of the PAL competition. 
     Brasher made the presentation of prizes to Garcia on Thursday (Sept. 10) in the Luther 
Callaway Public Library (Chiefland). Joining Brasher for this presentation were Levy County 
Commissioner Lilly Rooks (Dist. 4) and Russell Wells of Chiefland, who is a Levy County PAL 
Board member. 
      Garcia is the daughter of Mary and Tracey Hurd. 
      “I never thought I was going to get first place in three counties,” Garcia said. “I would 
encourage people to try and win next summer. You never know if you might win. It’s always 
good to read. You increase your vocabulary, and you feel what the people in the book are 
feeling.” 
      Garcia said her favorite genre of books is science fiction. She mentioned enjoying reading the 
“Clockwork novels.” She probably was referring to Clockwork Angel (published Aug. 31, 2010); 
Clockwork Prince (published Dec. 6, 2011); and Clockwork Princess (published March 19, 
2013). 
      When asked, Garcia said she was familiar with one popular teen book, The Giver, a 1993 
American young-adult fiction-Dystopian novel by Lois Lowry. She had intended to read that in 
class at a previous school, but she and her family moved before she had a chance to open the 
cover of that one, she said. 


