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CHS Softball Team wins state title 
Girls have quest for rings 

By Jeff M. Hardison © May 12, 2015 @ 9:57 p.m. 
     CHIEFLAND -- Chiefland High School Varsity Softball Head Coach Wayne Weatherford on 
Tuesday afternoon (May 12) spoke about the final game in Vero Beach from the previous 
Thursday (May 7). 
 

 
 
     He also mentioned methods for people to donate so that the girls can have their own 
championship rings. 
     The CHS Lady Indians are the 2015 Florida High School Athletic Association Class 1A State 
Champion Softball Team. As the defending champions from last year, everyone was watching to 
see if it would be a repeat performance. 
     Coach Weatherford said Erica Gilliam (#33-third base) Caleigh Robinson (#6), and Kinsley 
Durrance (#8) were the only members of the team who were new after last year’s win. Next year, 
Weatherford said, only Jeana Rosales (#10) won’t be returning for a possible three-peat, 
because she is a graduating senior. 
     The final winning run in the extra inning to break the tie happened when Samantha Rolfe 
(#9) hit a single to bring in Taikya London (#4) for the 3-2 victorious score over the Jay High 
School Royals (a Panhandle school). Coach Weatherford said three of the team hit balls to the 
edge of the 220 foot wall of Historic Dodgertown, which is about 10 feet farther than the outer 
chain-link fence at the CHS Softball Field. 
     Monday night (May 11), Frank Schupp, one of the principles for the future hospital to be built 
in Chiefland, mentioned that he was happy to see the Indians win over the team from the 
Panhandle again – even though he lives much closer to Jay than Chiefland. 
    Lauren Stalvey (#7) was the winning Chiefland pitcher.  
    Emily Hallman (#14) was the catcher and she put out nine, Weatherford said. Rolfe had seven 
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outs, he added. 
     “Tot” Barnes (#12) was another strong defender, however the coach said every single member 
of the team did an exceptional job and there is no way to point out one player as being more of a 
standout than another player. 
     It was absolutely a team effort that earned the team the state title again. 
     “I really like hearing the announcer say the girls were as cool as a cucumber,” Weatherford 
said, “even when they were down. And we had a lot of fans there.” 
     The girls thoroughly enjoyed the privilege of playing in historic Dodgertown, Weatherford 
said. They truly appreciated the significance of being on the same field  as so many great players 
who had their spring training in Vero Beach. 
     The coach said there will be a parade to honor the team, although that date and time has not 
been set yet. 
     Another honor for the girls, he said, is championship rings. Every member of the team 
worked all year at practice and in the regular season games, as well as the playoffs and the final 
championship round in Vero Beach. 
     The cost for each team member to have a championship ring, he said, is about $4,000. There 
is an account set up at Drummond Community Bank under Chiefland Fastpitch Softball if 
anyone wants to donate to this quest for the rings. 
     Another way to donate is to call Coach Weatherford at Winn-Dixie 352-493-0839, where he is 
the manager of the meat department, or call Assistant Coach Jimmy Anderson at the Levy 
County Sheriff’s Office at 352-486-5111. 


