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The General Electric 
Gamma Camera. It 
rotates completely 
around the patient, 
making a 3-D view for 
doctors to use. 
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     WILLISTON -- Regional General Hospital (RGH) of Williston continues on the path 
promised for residents and visitors of the North Central Florida area. It is ramping up to serve 
patients. 
     The hospital now has a gamma camera added to its inventory of tools for doctors to use as 
they diagnose and treat patients. RGH recently partnered with Cardiovascular Institute (CVI) of 
Ocala to help people with heart issues. 
     Dr. Paul Urban of CVI said this business has 11 doctors and seven nurse practitioners. Dr. 
Devaiah Pagidipati, the owner and leader of RGH, said that institute will be providing a 
cardiovascular professional at RGH. That cardiovascular staff is anticipated to be at RGH seven-
days-a-week, Dr. Pagidipati said. 
 

Beatrice O'Berry, a Certified 
Nuclear Medicine Technologist, 
holds a syringe with its heavy 
lead shield wrapped around it. 
She is standin next to an area 
that has thick lead bricks and 
four-inch thick glass where the 
radioactive materials will be 
placed into a delivery device to 
introduce that into the patients’ 
bloodstream. 
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     On Wednesday (Oct. 7), Beatrice O'Berry, a Certified Nuclear Medicine Technologist, provide 
a view of some of the most recent changes at RGH. In fact, there has been one patient who had 
already used the treadmill as part of a stress test, and more than a half dozen other patients 
already have been in consultation with doctors who specialize in cardiovascular health, O'Berry 
said. 
     The hospital is expecting to have nuclear imaging available by the end of October for heart 
matters, O'Berry said. 
     When the nuclear material is brought and everything is in place, O’Berry said, patients will 
have an IV placed in their arm and the nuclear material will be put into their bloodstream. 
     They will position themselves on a bed-like structure and the gamma camera will take 
pictures from all around them. The camera does not emit any radiation. It detects the radiation 
in the bloodstream. This shows where there are blockages or other issues, O’Berry said. 
     A gamma camera, which is also known as a scintillation camera or an Anger camera, is a 
device used to image gamma radiation emitting radioisotopes, a technique known as 
scintigraphy. The applications of scintigraphy include early drug development and nuclear 
medical imaging to view and analyze images of the human body or the distribution of medically 
injected radionuclides emitting gamma rays. 
     The whole process for heart analysis takes about two and a half hours, she said.  
     This process is less invasive than putting in a catheter to detect blockage in the heart, O’Berry 
said, and it has been an accepted practice for years now. 
     In the future, O’Berry said RGH may be able to use nuclear medicine for diagnosis related to 
problems with other organs such as the lungs, kidney, liver, gall bladder, thyroid, spleen, 
stomach, intestines, salivary glands, tear ducts and even bones. For now, the focus is on heart 
patients, she said, but the hospital purchased the more general gamma camera to allow for the 
expansion in the future for those other diagnoses. 
     Right now, at this very moment, she added, RGH has the ability to conduct CT scans of 

carotid arteries. 
     These advancements by RGH 
required some modification to the 
infrastructure that existed before the 
improvements. The city of Williston 
revised its electrical supply system to 
provide what the hospital needed in 
that regard for its state-of-the-art 
equipment. 
 
Beverly Bartholomew, a Certified 
Medical Assistant, stands on a 
treadmill to show where people 
will be walking. The exercise 
stress test -- also called a stress 
test, exercise electrocardiogram, 
treadmill test, graded exercise 
test, or stress ECG -- is used to 
provide information about how 
the heart responds to exertion. 
 
     During the Wednesday tour, another 
employee was on hand. 
     Beverly Bartholomew, a Certified 
Medical Assistant, is in this part of the 
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hospital too. She helps physicians and will be checking patients in as they arrive for their 
procedures. 
     There is a high level of safety practiced in regard to nuclear medicine, O’Berry said. She and 
Bartholomew wear detecting devices, even though they are expected to be exposed to some level 
of radiation. As for the patients in the area, there is thick lead to stop radiation from going 
where it is not wanted. 
     The level of government regulation and monitoring of this aspect of medicine is extraordinary 
as well. 
     Even as O’Berry  introduces the medicine into the patient, there is a thick lead shield that the 
syringe fits into. And, yes, the lead is very heavy. 
     Dr. Devaiah Pagidipati and his wife Dr. Rudrama Pagidipati have made vast improvements 
since taking over RGH. This hospital now offers an opportunity to not have to drive to 
Gainesville or Ocala from the Williston area. 
     Anyone who is interested in the hospital may want to visit its website at 
http://regionalgeneral.com/. 
     Among the services available there now are 24/7 Emergency Services; CT Scan; 
Electrocardiogram; General Medical Services; Pulmonary Rehabilitation; Pain Control Center; 
Radiology; the Rural Health Clinic; Ultrasound; and Laboratory services. 

http://regionalgeneral.com/

