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     CHIEFLAND –Members and guests of the Rotary Club of Chiefland on Wednesday (Oct. 
28) heard about future classes to be offered at the College of Central Florida’s Levy County 
campus for operating heavy equipment in the harvesting of trees. 
 
     CF Levy Center Provost Marilyn Ladner made reference to a press release from CF (published 
Oct. 24 on the Business Page -- scroll down to see it) as she began her presentation. 
     Finding heavy equipment operators for machines like skidders and loaders is more difficult 
nowadays than in the past, Ladner said. Heavy equipment has become more complex, she 

continued as she likened the operation of 
machines for loading cut pines to flying an 
airplane. 
 
Stewart Wasson, twice a past president of 
the Rotary Club of Chiefland (although he 
is not the most immediate past president), 
is seen with College of Central Florida 
Levy Center Provost Marilyn Ladner. 
Wasson led the weekly meeting on 
Wednesday in the Conference Room of 
The Gathering Table Restaurant. Some 
other club leaders were unable to attend 
this meeting. 
 
     Back in the old days, she said, a veteran 

machine operator would teach a young man how to make the machine operate correctly. Now 
there may be a shortage of qualified heavy equipment operators in the tree farming operations. 
     This curriculum that is anticipated to start in the summer will provide options for college 
credit and earning a degree, or simply becoming certified to safely operate these big machines. 
The current plan is to have classes of 12 to 16 students enrolled per each 16-week program, 
Ladner said. 
     The cost for the classes will be based on the current per-hour tuition rate, she said. However, 
there will be scholarships available so that the potential exists for some student to learn these 
skills for free. Students who earn an associate of arts degree while completing the classes for this 
equipment operation, she said, will be automatically qualified to continue their education at the 
University of Florida, she told Rotarians and guests on Wednesday afternoon. 
     The college is buying simulators, she said. Heavy equipment simulators like these run in the 
range of $36,000 to $76,000, Ladner said. These simulators will be just like using the real 
machines, without the potential dangers that may result from a student operator. 
     Ladner sees this new set of classes as offering a strong link into becoming an active worker. 
Through a cooperative agreement with CareerSource Citrus|Levy|Marion, the college will be 
able to connect some number of students with on-the-job training at an actual employer, she 
said. 
     As the classes, costs and curriculum – including dual enrollment in high school – become 
more firm, the college is anticipated to provide more information for possible students to enroll. 


