
HardisonInk.com 

 

Chiefland student plans 
to run in Australia this summer 

Story and Photo By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 25, 2015 @ 11:57 a.m. 

     CHIEFLAND – Glenndale McMahon, 20, is a senior at Chiefland High School, and he has 
been invited to the 16th Annual Down Under Track and Field Meet in Australia. 
     Last year, the 2015 Down Under Sports Track & Field Meet was held from July 10 to July 12. 
It is in July again this year. 

  Glenndale McMahon 

   After three days of competition last 
year, when the points from every 
event in every age group were added 
for one final score each, the total 
combined team scores were: Team 
USA - 1,288.5 and The World - 
1,205.5. 
     This coming year, McMahon 
expects to be in Australia starting on 
the Fourth of July and to be there for 
the next nine days. Australians, of 
course, will not be celebrating the 
Fourth of July in the same manner 
as Americans, but McMahon is 
ready to enjoy this journey as he 
begins that big adventure on the 
other side of the planet. 
     This will be his first trip out of the 
United States. 
     He is a Chiefland man, having 
spent his whole life here so far. His 
plan beyond Australia is to enroll at 
Tallahassee Community College and 
then to transfer to Florida State 

University. His older brother Marcus McMahon is a CHS graduate and a former CHS football 
player who continued on to TCC. 
     Marcus McMahon now attends FSU, where he is seeking a degree in sports management. 
     As for Glenndale McMahon, he is on a run now that is potentially leading him through 
Australia this summer. And he has hope fueling his plan for the continuation of the track even 
beyond FSU. 
in a positive way. 
     It was from the seed that she planted, advising him to consider being on the track team at 
Chiefland Middle School, that became the inspiration to continue in that sport. At CMS, Coach 
Michael Beck assisted McMahon in his development as a participant in track and field events. 
Coach Beck is no longer at CMS, but his impact, too, was a part of the legacy leading this young 
man to his probable trip to Australia this summer. 
     CHS Track Coach Wendell Corbin is McMahon’s most recent track coach. The young man 
said this coach especially helped him learn about working on his stride and breathing -- in 
regard to the longer runs. 
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     When asked about his best times, McMahon said he remembered running one 100-yard dash 
in 11.2 seconds. This is an excellent time in that event for a high school student. 
     One of the first official world records in the 100-yard dash was made by F. C. Saportas in 
1870 at 10.5 seconds. Over time, runners have made faster times for world records, including 
Eddie Tolan in 1929 at 9.5 seconds and Frank Budd in 1962 at 9.2. Those times are world 
records by professional track stars. 
     The 100-meter sprint is about nine feet longer in distance than a 100-yard dash. Since 
McMahon is intending to compete in Australia and among people from all over the world, there 
appears to be a stronger likelihood for distances to be measured in meters rather than yards. 
     In any event, this small part of the story of Glenndale McMahon’s sojourn through life shows 
he is planning to go to Australia to represent the United States in a world class competition this 
summer. 
     He is soft-spoken, polite and a man of few words. 
     After the Australian adventure, this runner’s hope is to continue running on his educational 
path into Tallahassee. 
     The advice that this successful young track star has for other individuals is “Don’t give up on 
what you want to be in life. Keep pushing. It takes practice.” 
     With the invitation just recently being accepted, McMahon is considering starting a 
fundraising method to help him go to Australia, however as of Thursday (Oct. 22) there was 
nothing firmly established in that regard. 


