
Bell prepares to honor veterans on Nov. 10 and 11 

 
Members of the JROTC are seen in formation. This is the entire battalion. 
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     BELL – A Nov. 10 evening program and a parade on Veterans Day (Nov. 11) promise to 
reflect the commitment of people in Gilchrist County to honoring local veterans. 
     United States Army Col. (ret.) Dennis McGill and United States Army First Sgt. (ret.) Jon 
Meinholz gathered the 94 current members of the Bell High School unit of the Army Jr. Reserve 
Officer Training Corps for a quick photo opportunity on Wednesday (Oct. 21). 
     These 94 students are all going to be part of the event in Iris Roberts Auditorium, Bell High 
School on Tuesday evening (Nov. 10). That program starts at 6 p.m. 
     The BHS Army JROTC cadets, accompanied by the BHS Purple Powerhouse Marching Band, 
and the Bell Elementary School chorus will pay tribute to veterans and missing POWs/MIAs by 
utilizing music, period uniforms and enactors to highlight their sacrifices and involvement in 
major military conflicts of the United States. 
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Bell JROTC 
Staff 
Members of the 
leadership team 
of students in 
the BHS JROTC 
are (first row, 
from 
left)Garrett 
Caldwell, 
Hunter Martin, 
Bryce Denham, 
Sandy Carlisle, 
(second row, 
from left) 
Mikayla Baillie, 
Otis Ware, 
Joseph Miller, 
Kara Foster, 
Tyler Wright, 

(third row, from left) Balace Morrow, Charles Bargar, Jamie Edwards and 
Nicholas Polk. 
 
     That is going to be followed on Veterans Day (Nov. 11) with a Veterans Day Parade from 10 to 
11 a.m. in Bell. 
     Col. McGill said students recite the Pledge of Allegiance each day and fans listen to the Star-
Spangled Banner before the start of each football game, but this will be a more focused couple of 
events to show respect to veterans who have done their part to protect American freedom and 
ideals. 
     This parade is to honor veterans, instill pride in the county and its citizens, and to teach 
students patriotism, citizenship, and to gain personal pride in the sacrifices veterans have made 



for them, Col. McGill said. 
     In excess of 1,200 students from Bell and Trenton schools will be participating in this year’s 
parade. The school bands, JROTC cadets, and other student organizational floats will be in the 
parade, while the other students are scheduled to line the parade route waving American flags. 
     McGill noted that the Gilchrist County Board of County Commissioners have agreed to 
purchase and hand out flags to every student along the parade route. 
     Col. McGill, who is the BHS JROTC Senior Army Instructor, has served at the school -- as has 
First Sgt. Meinholz – for 16 years now. The Army JROTC program started at BHS in 1993, 
McGill said. 
 
     The JROTC program is so students can learn leadership and learn to be successful, McGill 
said. Every cadet who has stayed in the program has graduated from BHS in the past 16 years. 
     McGill and Meinholz said the JROTC program is not to encourage students to enlist in the 
military. Of the current 94 cadets, only three more or less will be enlisting, McGill said. 
     This program teaches students about teamwork and commitment, he said. To qualify as an 
instructor, McGill and Meinholz had to be retired active duty veterans. As in other Florida 
schools, the School Board pays half of their salary and the United States Army pays the other 
half. 

 
 United States Army Col. 
(ret.) Dennis McGill and 
United States Army First 
Sgt. (ret.) Jon Meinholz  
 
     McGill said he noticed 
something this year. This 
freshmen class of cadets is the 
best group he has seen in his 16 
year at BHS. 
     There are 46 of the 94 cadets 
that are freshmen, he said. 
Through attrition over the next 
four years, he sees there will be 
30 to complete high school while 
being an JROTC member the 
whole time. 
     Does the best freshmen class 
ever mean it will eventually be 

the best-ever senior class. McGill and Meinholz said from everything they have seen over the 
years, there is a strong probability of that being the case. 
     McGill said he greatly appreciates the support he sees from Superintendent of Schools Robert 
Rankin, the Gilchrist County School Board and the Bell High School administration. The Army 
JROTC program at BHS is strong, and this helps students learn about leadership and success as 
part of their total academic curriculum, McGill said. 


