
Haven Hospice event at the Putnam Lodge and 
Spa makes Dixie County shine 

 
Ed and Bev Pivacek, owners of the Putnam Lodge and Spa, stand near some 
diamond jewelry as Bev has pen in hand preparing to enter in the silent auction for 
the jewelry. The extensive list of excellent items donated for auction was again 
awesome this year. Many people left the event, not only happy from helping in the 
Haven Hospice efforts, but from walking away with outstanding purchases. 
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     CROSS CITY -- Dewey Hatcher Sr., the high sheriff of Dixie County, captured a thought that 
many people have had. 
     Sheriff Hatcher was very pleased to see Haven Hospice hold its annual fundraiser event 
known as "Fall At (various places)" in Dixie 
County on Saturday evening (Oct. 17), since it 
has been in Alachua, Gilchrist and Levy 
counties in recent past years. 
 
 
Joe Filipponi, one of six DCSO COP 
members who helped with traffic 
control and parking, is seen in a golf 
cart. Filipponi transported people who 
needed assistance traveling to and from 
the area where they parked their 
vehicles. 
 
     And with Fall at Putnam Lodge happening at the Putnam Lodge And Spa, 15487 N.W. U.S. 
Highway 19, in Cross City, this event made Dixie County shine. Even before the event started 
early Saturday evening, Hatcher said everyone in the county had been looking forward to this 
fundraiser. 



      Putnam Lodge and Spa owners Ed and Bev Pivacek hosted the much-anticipated event with 
food prepared by Putnam Lodge Executive Chef Jeno Koch. 
     Haven Hospice Director of Volunteer Services Courtney Quirie and Haven Hospice Volunteer 
Coordinator for the Tri-County Area said there were 40 Haven Hospice volunteers and 25 
Haven Hospice staff members who assured this event was a success. 
 
     A set of six volunteers from the Dixie County Sheriff's Office's Citizen On Patrol - Capt. Don 
Kofahl, and patrol members Joe Filipponi, George Pelletier, Justin Davison, Jane Costigan and 
Nancy Smallbone assisted hundreds of guests with traffic control and parking. 

 
Krista Campbell, 61, prepares to perform for the 
people. 
 
     So many people gave of their time, talents, money and 
other resources because the proceeds from this event benefit 
Haven Hospice's unreimbursed patient care, grief support 
and community education programs throughout the Tri-
County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. 
     Haven Hospice is established as the premier hospice in 
North Florida. The staff members at Haven Hospice are 
especially recognized for their high level of proper pain 
management and relief from pain for patients. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Renowned Chef Jeno Koch of the Putnam Lodge stands near a beautiful fruit salad 
creation and near him are herb pinwheels. 

 



 
 
     Haven Hospice shares the belief that every day is a gift. As for this event at Putnam Lodge 
and Spa, the magic of life and dreams becoming reality also made Dixie County's version of the 
annual event shine – just like the diamonds that went to the top bidder as one part of the huge 
silent auction. 
     It was two years ago to that very day when the Pivaceks purchased the historic lodge and 
acreage around it. And so having the Haven Hospice fall fundraiser there brought a little special 
sparkle to the hosting couple. 
 

 
Lisa and Dewey Hatcher Sr. enjoy some of the appetizers available as the night of 
fun begins. 



~ 

 
(from left) Gilchrist County Commissioner D. Ray Harrison Jr., who is the 
chairman of the Haven Hospice Community Advisory Board; Kyle Stone, who is 
the senior manager for the North Central Florida Region of the American Cancer 
Society; and Larry ‘Snuffy’ Smith, a silver level of donor for the Fall at Putnam 
Lodge event, pause for a photo opportunity. There was a long list of dignitaries 
from Haven Hospice and from the North Florida area at this event. It was a 
veritable 'Who's Who' of North Florida. 
 
    It is no wonder that Bev Pivacek was glowing with joy throughout the night. People who know 
this couple know, too, that happiness and positive action surrounds them. 
    "We're doing this for a wonderful cause," Bev said as she endorsed all of the good that Haven 
Hospice does for people and for their families. 
     And ever since the Pivacek couple made the choice two years ago to purchase the historic 
lodge, Bev has found it to be a wonderful experience. She is extremely pleased to have met so 
many interesting, kind and great people. This is an excellent economic engine for Dixie County, 
as well, and there is a paintball field coming in the near future right there. 
     So the whole of Dixie County has enjoyed a resurgence in people seeking to improve the 
quality of life in this rural county. 
     While there are many stories that are heart-rending from the three-plus decades of Haven 
Hospice’s assisting families, the night of wonder at Putnam Lodge and Spa includes a true 
anecdote from the entertainer of the night. 
     Some people know that Krista Campbell was the big winner of the guitar autographed by 
country music sensation Josh Turner. That guitar was recently raffled to help the Dixie County 
Chamber of Commerce raise money, via a donation from Dixie Music Center’s owners Bob and 
Dotti Leichner. 
     And Campbell is a singing guitarist who was among the astounding list of performers, too, at 
Dixie Music Center's 24th Anniversary Bash held on Oct. 3 in Old Town. 
     Campbell, though, shared a story that should resonate and reverberate around the Tri-County 
Area and beyond. Hers is one of some number of good vibrations that echo from the positive 
impact of the Pivaceks. 
     Campbell is a cancer survivor. She fought cancer for three years, and some necessary surgery 
damaged her vocal cords. 



     “It was a year ago now,” Campbell said as she spoke just before the start of the event. “I was 
trying to find a job – any job – because people don’t hire you if you’ve had cancer. I filled out the 
application to be a waitress here.” 
     Campbell said she been a disk jockey at The Bear’s Den and another area bar, but with her 
vocal cords less than 100 percent she did not see her future continuing in that sphere. 
     “Bev looked at the application and she noticed my musical background, and asked me what I 
could do in music,” Campbell said. 
     The musician showed the business owner. As a result, Campbell has been performing three 
nights a week at the Putnam Lodge and Spa for the past year, she said. Having the chance to sing 
songs by James Taylor, Gordon Lightfoot, John Denver and a long list of other artists, Campbell 
has found a way to earn money and to revel in her new happy lifestyle. 
     Campbell said she felt very honored and blessed to be the person chosen to provide 
entertainment during the event on Saturday night. 
     She has more than 2,000 songs available from all of her years as a karaoke disk jockey. She 
opens with an assortment of songs, and then takes requests from the audience for the rest of the 
night. 
     “I’ve got everything from songs of the ‘20s to trucker songs and rap.” She said. 
     While she will perform any music, her least favorite are trucker songs and rap songs. 
     The night included diners enjoying magnificent food prepared by Chef Jeno. 
     Having spent the previous 10 years before being at the Putnam Lodge all over the world at sea 
as a chef/merchant marine, Chef Jeno consistently delivers unique culinary creations. 
     The executive chef who is ACF (American Culinary Federation) certified as a CEC (Certified 
Executive Chef) said patrons enjoyed popcorn shrimp, meatballs, herb pinwheels, fruit from an 
artistic fruit display, as well as homemade salmon dip and homemade swordfish dip, and other 
treats. 
     Diners also found their palates pleased when they ate marinated and grilled coconut chicken 
breast; smoked, sliced pork loin which had a special sauce that Chef Jeno created for it; a very 
flavorful rice pilaf that is known as “dirty rice” (which unlike the Cajun form had ground beef 
rather than chicken liver); assorted vegetables that were buttered and lightly seasoned; and two 
desserts – either homemade bread pudding with vanilla rum sauce (perhaps Captain Morgan’s) 
or peanut butter Rice Krispies Treats. 
     Haven Hospice Interim President Jim Poole, Vice President of Clinical Operations DeAnna 
Beverly and Chiefland Administrator Anita Howard of the Tri-County Care Center spoke about 
the services provided to people. 
     As usual, there was a silent auction of an amazing collection of items donated by business 
interests. And also as usual, it was an astounding evening where a good time was had by all. 


