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World loses an extraordinary man 
Bill Kilborn passes away 

 
People who knew Bill Kilborn could understand his humor when he noted below this photo 
that he was 'Hard at work.' 
 
By Jeff M. Hardison © Oct. 17, 2015 @ 11:17 p.m. 
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     TRI-COUNTY AREA -- Bill Kilborn, 78, has passed from this earth as cancer took his life yesterday 
morning (Oct. 16) at 7:10. 

     As one man recently mentioned at a memorial, it's not 
about how he died, but how he lived that should be 
remembered. Bill is resting peacefully now, having slipped 
away in his sleep. Barbara Hotton was his companion and 
best friend. 
     Bill was an extraordinary man. 
     Bill Kilborn was born in Rockford Illinois on April 27, 
1937 and he died peacefully at home in Trenton on Oct. 16, 
2015. Between those two points, his life positively affected 
many people. 
     Following is the biography that he left with a request to 
not edit too much: 
      He left Illinois with his family when he was very young. 
They headed south to the edge of the Ozark Mountains 
near Joplin, Missouri.  
     Joplin is where his interest in aviation began and he 
earned his pilot’s license along with mechanic’s license and 
instructor’s certificate on instrument flying simulators. 
Those days also included an excursion into parachute 



HardisonInk.com 
jumping (with no training) where he jumped four times. 
 
     He got hurt four times. And so he stopped that nonsense! 
     In Bill’s early 20s he headed for Florida, where he worked as an aircraft mechanic and authorized 
inspector while earning his commercial pilot’s license with single and multi-engine, land and sea, 
instrument and glider.   
     He soon was flying land and seaplanes around the Bahamas working for a charter service in Ft. 
Lauderdale. 
     A business opportunity took Bill to Melbourne where he flew for an underwater camera manufacturer 
and got involved in underwater photography. 
     He had always had an interest in photography. So in 1971, he started Kilborn Photography Inc. which 
evolved into purely commercial photography for advertising. This became a prominent business serving 
clients all over the country, ranging from the space program to a couple of trips to a Kentucky coal mine. 
     Bill was President of the Florida Professional Photographers 1983-84. 
     As could be expected, the skills of aviation and photography merged and soon Kilborn Photography 
was deep into the aerial photography business.  No part of Florida and a few other places escaped Bill’s 
Hasselblad cameras and classic 1951 Cessna 170A.  No control tower or air traffic control was immune to 
his often buggy persuasiveness to get the photo he needed. He always came back with it! 
     In 2005, Bill moved to Trenton in very rural North Central Florida to get back to his small town roots 
of the Ozark Mountains. 
     In about 2006-07, the aerial photography market went downhill with the housing bust. Bill had been 
dabbling with websites ever since the Internet appeared on the scene and he got his first computer. 
     Another evolution – Journey1.net was born and grew beyond all expectations.  This has lasted to this 
day to become the premium website developer and host in North Central Florida.   
~~~ 
     In the 10 years since moving to Trenton, Kilborn has been part of the effort to improve the economy of 
the Tri-County Area of Levy, Dixie and Gilchrist counties. He was very involved with helping many of the 
Chambers of Commerce and the former Pure Water Wilderness to promote eco-tourism. 
     He also created and hosted several business interests’ websites – including HardisonInk.com. 
     PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Bill Kilborn created the codes to do exactly what I asked him to do so that 
HardisonInk.com could serve the people. 
     Bill always helped me revise the site, including most recently -- the addition of specific space for 
national advertising and for an ongoing poll area. 
     I found Bill to be an excellent person who always understood what I was saying. 
     In his final days, Bill provided me with what I needed to know about certain business matters. 
     Throughout the Tri-County Area, I found every single person who knew Bill to be appreciative of him 
as a person. He helped business and civic groups, as well as individuals. 
     Barbara Hotton, Bill’s companion and best friend, said she felt that Bill would be honored if I could 
write a little something about Bill and mention his passing on HardisonInk.com. 
     So, this is what was done within some number of hours after learning of his death. Most of it is Bill’s 
own narration. Some number of people who read this will have had some interaction with Bill during their 
lives. I know many people will feel very sad to know they cannot visit, call or email Bill now. 
     I first met him when there was the start of a concept to create the Tri-County Chamber of Commerce. 
That seemed to morph into the now-defunct PWW. 
     I’ve seen Chambers come and go in the past 10 years that I have been in this part of Florida. Like any 
organization, Chambers of Commerce are the people who are in it and who lead it. 
     In any event, with Bill passing away, just as with a couple of other amazing people I knew who recently 
died, the world has lost an extraordinary man. Hope springs eternal, though, because I see some young 
people who appear as if they will grow and mature to become the future adult male and female 
contributors of positive works, and of love and peace in the world. 


